Excerpts from the Church Fathers
NOTE: The following excerpts have been edited for style, sense and space. In a few cases, they
have been abridged. These excerpts are intended as meditative pieces. For a full and accurate
rendering of the thought of a particular church father, readers are urged to consult the sources
listed below. Selections compiled and edited by Rev Fr John W Fenton during his tenure as the
Fifth Pastor of Zion Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Detroit (1995-2006). They were subsequently
published in the Zion Sunday Bulletin from 1998-2005.
Advent I
“Tell this to the daughter of Zion,” the prophet says. “Open your mouth and shout so she is not
offended by His lowly coming but listens to what is proclaimed.” Let your ears give insight to
your eyes. Your King has no great stallion, no spurs, no saddle. He is poor and rides a donkey.
And yet there’s no king like Him. He removes your sin, rescues you from death and hell, and
gives you everlasting holiness and righteousness, eternal life and blessedness. So don’t pay any
heed to the wretched way in which He comes and then later also shamefully dies on the cross.
For He does this all for your sake as Savior to help you, to sanctify you and rescue you from
death. (Bl. Martin Luther)
We do not preach only one coming of Christ, but a second as well, much more glorious than the
first. The first coming was marked by patience; the second will bring the crown of a divine
kingdom. At the first coming he was wrapped in swaddling clothes in a manger. At his second
coming he will be clothed in light as in a garment. In the first coming he endured the cross,
despising the shame; in the second coming he will be in glory, escorted by an army of angels.
We look then beyond the first coming and await the second. At the first coming we said:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” At the second we shall say it again; we shall
go out with the angels to meet the Lord and cry out in adoration: “Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord.” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)
The Lord, who is everywhere present and pervades all things, is coming. He is coming to achieve
in you His work of salvation. He is coming who came to call to repentance not the righteous but
sinner, coming to recall those who have strayed into sin. Do not be afraid, then. “God is in the
midst of you, and you shall not be shaken.” Receive Him with open, outstretched hands. For it
was on His own hands that He sketched you. Receive Him who laid your foundations on the
palms of His hands. Receive Him, for He took upon Himself all that belongs to us except sin, to
consume what is ours in what is His. Be glad city of Zion, our mother and fear not. “Celebrate
your feasts.” Glorify Him for His mercy, who has come to us in you. (Andrew of Crete)
Our Blessed Lord helps not against one sin only, but against all my sin; and not against my sin
only, but against the whole world’s sin. He comes to take away not sickness only, but death; and
not my death only, but the whole world’s death. Tell this, the Prophet says, to the daughter of
Zion so that she is not offended at His miserable advent. Shut your eyes and open your ears.
Perceive not how He rides so beggarly on a donkey. Instead, heed what is said and preached
about this poor king. His wretchedness and poverty are manifest, for He comes riding on a
donkey like a beggar having neither saddle nor spurs. But that He will take from us sin, strangle
1

death, endow us with eternal holiness, eternal bliss, and eternal life, this cannot be seen. So you
must hear and believe. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Let us spread before the Lord’s feet, not garments or soulless olive branches, which delight the
eye for a few hours and then wither, but ourselves, clothed in His grace, or rather, clothed
comp letely in Him. We who have been baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that
we spread before Him. Let us show him honor, not with olive branches but with the splendor of
merciful deeds to one another. Let us spread the thoughts and desires of our hearts under his feet
like garments, so that entering us with the whole of His being, He may draw the whole of our
being into Himself and place the whole of His in us. (St. Andrew of Crete)
There are three comings of our Lord; the first in the flesh, the second in our soul, the third at the
judgment. The first coming is long since past, for Christ has been seen on the earth and has
conversed among men. We are now in the second coming. As for the third coming, it is most
certain that it will be, most uncertain when it will be. So the first coming was humble and
hidden. The second is mysterious and full of love. And the third will be majestic and terrible. In
His first coming, Christ was judged by men unjustly. In His second, He renders us just by His
grace. And in His third, He will judge all things with His justice. (Peter of Blois)
The prophet says, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, Your King comes.’” The daughter of
Zion is the Church which is associated with the heavenly Jerusalem, the Mother of us all. The
king enters gently, for it is not God’s habit to give an earthly kingdom to the merciless, but a
heavenly kingdom to the gentle. A gentle king bestows a land of peace upon the gentle; that is,
upon those who are humble in heart. Previously, a wicked prince (the devil), by the affliction of
pride, had spread warfare and tribulation. But the gentle King—the Christ—enters to rest in the
hearts of the humble, and to quiet those who trembled. In this way, He coverts to the grace of
faith and truth those who had suffered under the yoke and oppression of the law and God’s
wrath. (paraphrased from St. Bede the Venerable)
Advent II
Our Redeemer desires us to be prepared when He comes. So He warns us of the evils that are to
accompany the end of the world so that He may keep us from the love of worldly things. But His
warning is also an encouragement. When the evils of this world mount, “lift up your heads,” He
says. Because the world (which is not your friend) is drawing to its end; but more so, the
redemption you have been seeking is arriving. So we who love God are urged to be glad as the
end of the age comes. For soon you will meet Him whom you is your true love and desire. (St.
Gregory)
Our Blessed Lord has kept those things hidden so that we may keep watch, each of us thinking
that He will come in our own day. He promised that He would come but did not say when He
would come, and so all generations and ages await Him eagerly. Though the Lord has
established the signs of this coming, the time of the ir fulfillment has not been plainly revealed.
These signs have come and gone with a multiplicity of change; more than that, they are still
present. His final coming is like His first. As holy persons and prophets waited for him, thinking
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that He would reveal himself in their own day, so today each of the faithful longs to welcome
Him in our own day, because Christ has not made plain the day of His coming. (St. Ephem)
In this Gospel, the Lord is preaching about the coming Final Judgment. He warns and teache s
His own how they are to conduct themselves. This teaching is meant not for the ungodly and
non-Christians, but solely for His own disciples and Christians. The sermon itself consists of two
parts. The first part is a prophecy in which He foretells how things will be when the Last Day is
near at hand. The second part is an admonition that men should pray and always be watchful, so
that they will be found worthy to escape everything that’s going to happen, and to stand before
the Son of Man. (Blessed Martin Luther)
There is no one so well prepared for the judgment day as he who longs to be without sin. If you
have such desire, what do you fear” You are then in perfect accord with the purpose of that day.
It comes to set free from sin all who desire it, and you belong to that number. Return thanks to
God and abide in that desire. Christ says his coming is for our redemption. But do not deceive
yourself and be satisfied, perhaps, with the simple desire to be free from sin and to await the
coming of the day wit hout fear. Perhaps your heart is false and you are filled with fear, not
because you would be free from sin, but because in the face of that day you cannot sin free and
untrammeled. See to it that the light within you be not darkness. For a heart that would be truly
free from sin will certainly rejoice in the day that fulfills its desire. If the heart does not so rejoice
there is no true desire to be loosed from its sin. Therefore we must above all things lay aside all
hatred and abhorrence of this day, and exercise diligence that we may really desire to have our
sins taken away. When this is done, we may not only calmly await the day, but with heartfelt
desire and joy pray for it and say, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.” In this you must cast
aside all feelings and conceit, hold fast to the comforting words of Christ and rest in them alone.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
Lord Jesus, You come in all the terror of the last judgment and when men least expect You. In
these days You come to clothe our misery with the garment of Your mercy—a garment of glory
and immortality. But You will come again on a future day, and in such dread majesty that men
will wither away with fear. O my Savior, condemn me not on that day of the world’s destruction.
Visit me now in Your love and mercy. I am resolved to prepare my soul. I desire that You come
and be born within me, so that when the convulsions of nature warn me of Your coming to judge
me, I may lift up my head and, while the rest of men tremble at the thunder of Your judgme nt,
grant that I may have confidence in You because You are in my heart. Amen (Gueranger)

Advent III
This is the kind of King Christ is: He desires to help poor wretched people in body and in soul.
Apart from Him, the world with all its strength and methods is no help. This is good and happy
news! For Our Lord’s help is this: Christ pays for our sin, and through His suffering He redeems
us from eternal death. It is His kingdom and His ministry to preach this Gospel to poor sinners.
That is His goal. For to the great and holy He does not come, for they do not desire His Gospel.
(Bl. Martin Luther)
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How might Jesus offend St. John the Baptizer? For He tells St. John’s disciples, “Blessed is he
who is not offended because of Me.” Now “offend” does not mean to hurt St. John’s feelings.
Instead, Jesus is saying “Blessed are those who do not lose hope, who are not tempted to doubt
Me, because of My suffering.” All suffering is fulfilled in Christ Himself, and His Cross is a
offense to many (1 Cor. 1.23). So anyone who suffers for Christ’s sake may be offended; that is,
they may lose heart. To them—and to St. John especially—Jesus pronounces this blessing:
“Blessed are those to whom My Cross, Death, and Burial, will offer no trial of faith.” (St. Hilary)
Today’s Gospel teaches us two excellent things. First, Christ is a King of grace, full of comfort.
Through His gospel He encourages the distressed conscience, comforts those who have sinned,
and wants to help them obtain eternal life. To the extent that we lock ourselves into this Word,
we can say with complete confidence when we die, “I believe in Jesus Christ who through his
death can and will save me, who gives sight to the blind, cleansing to the lepers and life to the
dead. On him I rely and am saved.” Second, though all the world is offended, angered and finally
falls because of Him and His gospel, we pay no attention to their offense and falling, but rather
accept this King without offense, cling to His Word and through Him gain eternal life. As He
says, “Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Blessed Martin Luther)
When the Lord heard John’s question, he related the miracles accomplished by his power, and
referred to the degradation of His death: The blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the Gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who
takes no offence at me. No one who had seen so many signs and such power could have taken
offense. He could only have marveled. The unbelievers took serious offence at Him when after
so many miracles they saw Him dying. And so Paul says: We preach Christ crucified, an offense
to Jews, and foolishness to Gentiles. It seemed foolish to people that the Author of life should die
on behalf of human beings and humans saw Him as an offence when they should rather have
considered themselves in His debt. We ought to honor God more worthily in proportion to the
unworthy things He sustained on our behalf. (Gregory the Great)
You are the coming One, O Jesus! We look for no other. We were blind, You have enlightened
us. We were lame, You made us walk. The leprosy of sin disfigured us, You healed us. We were
deaf to Your words, You made us hear. We were poor and had no one to care for us, You come
to us with every aid and consolation. These are the blessings of Your visit to our souls, O Jesus!
A visit, silent but wonderful in its work, which flesh and blood cannot understand, but which
faithful hearts feel. Come my Savior, come to me. Your condescension and Your familiarity with
my poverty of heart and soul, shall not scandalize me. Your workings in the souls of men are
proof enough that You are God. He alone, that created souls, can heal them. (Gueranger)
Advent IV
All power rests in Christ. Do not ignore but welcome Him. Neither let Him pass on by nor look
for another. For God has resolved that this Man should be all in all. Whoever comes to Him will
find redemption from sin, death, and hell. So He is the way, the truth, and the life. Through Him
alone all patriarchs, prophets, and apostles from the beginning of the world have been saved.
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John the Baptist knows this well. Therefore, he steers people away from himself to the Christ, so
that they will not ignore so great a treasure. Furthermore, this is why the Lord God sent John the
Baptist. For He knows that we are always trying to save ourselves. But John points to Christ
Jesus as our only way and salvation. (Blessed Martin Luther)
We are incapable of discovering the Word became flesh, and how the Life of the World came to
life within the womb of His Mother. The sandal-straps of His shoe are therefore the seals of a
mystery. John the Baptizer was not worthy to untie Our Lord’s shoe, because he was unable to
search into the mystery of His Incarnation. It is as though he were to say, “I am unable to
comprehend the Mystery of Christ’s birth.” Behold John, filled with the Spirit of prophecy,
shines with knowledge. Yet he plainly declares that as to this mystery he knows nothing. (St.
Gregory the Great)
From our own way of speaking you know that first the voice sounds, and then afterward the
word can be heard. John declares that he is the voice because he comes before the Word. He is
the forerunner of the Lord’s coming and so he is called a voice since the Father’s Word is heard
through his ministry. He cries out in the wilderness because he makes known to an abandoned
and forsaken Judea the consoling news of its redemption. As for the subject of his proclamation,
John says that the Lord’s way to the heart is made straight when we listen humbly to the words
of Truth. (Gregory the Great)
This Lamb of God is John the Baptist’s consolation. He considers it a singular privilege to be but
the voice. So he cries out to men to prepare the way of the Redeemer. In this way, St. John is the
type of the Church and of all who seek Jesus. St. John is full of joy because the Savior has come.
But the men around him are as indifferent as though they neither expected nor wanted a Savior.
Is your heart excited by the great tidings told by the Church, that the Messiah is near at hand?
Are the crooked ways being made straight, and the hills being brought low? Are you seriously
engaged in removing from your heart the love of riches and the love of sensual pleasures? There
is no time to lose: the Lord is nigh! (Gueranger)
Vigil of Christmass (when 24 Dec falls on a Sunday; Gospel Reading: St. Matthew 1.18-21)
In today’s Gospel the manner of Our Lord’s conception along with the dignity of His birth are
taught. The Blessed Virgin conceives by the Holy Spirit, and gives birth to the Christ. By giving
the Child the name “Jesus,” the angel applied to him the terms “Author of salvation” and “Savior
of the people.” Through these things, Joseph learns what he had not known. According to the
divinely-arranged plan of righteous necessity, Joseph was ordered to receive Mary as his wife,
but only in name, so that she would not be stoned as an adulteress by the Jews, and so that he
would be her protector and the witness of her perpetual virginity. (St Bede the Venerable)

Sunday after Christmass
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This Gospel opens on a happy note as aged, pious, God-fearing Simeon joyously expressed the
wish that he might die. He is filled with a keenly perceptive spirit as he holds the Child in his
arms and acknowledges Him not only as His own personal Savior, but also as the Savior of the
entire world and a light to the Gentiles. This recognition fills Simeon with such joy that he says,
“Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace.” In other words, Lord, I am now happy to die.
For this man, death is now dearer than life. He considers his death and departure from this world
a journey into peace and blessed days. Such a spirit is not of human origin, but the work of the
Holy Spirit. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Not only angels, prophets, shepherds and parents testify of the Christ Child, but also elders and
the just. In Anna, an elderly widow confesses the Lord; and in Simeon, a just man awaits Him.
And Simeon is truly a just man. For he sought not his own but the consolation of his people. For
himself he desired only that he be free from the bonds of earthly infirmity. He waited to look
upon the One that was promised. For old St. Simeon knew that blessed are the eyes that would
see Him. (St. Ambrose)
If Joseph and Mary had judged accordingly to outward appearances, they would have thought
that Christ was nothing more than a poor child. But they disregard the outward appearance and
cling to the words of Simeon with a firm new faith, and so they marvel at what he says. Simeon
delivered a warm-hearted, beautiful, sermon, preaching the pure Gospel and the Word of God.
For the Gospel is nothing but a sermon whose theme is Christ, declaring him to be the Savior,
light and glory of all the world. Such preaching fills the heart with joy and wonder at this great
race and comfort, if it is received in faith. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Feast of St Stephen
Yesterday our King, clothed in His robe of flesh, left His place in the Virgin’s womb and
graciously visited the world. Today His soldier leaves the tabernacle of his Body and goes
triumphantly to heaven. Our King, despite His exalted majesty, came in humility for our sake.
Yet He did not come empty- handed, He brought His soldiers a great gift that not only enriched
them but also made the m unconquered in battle, for it was the gift of love, which was to bring
men to share in His divinity. He gave of His bounty, yet without any loss to Himself. In a
marvelous way He changed into wealth the poverty of His faithful followers while remaining in
full possession of His own inexhaustible riches. (St. Fulgentius)

Holy Name of Jesus (Second Sunday after Christmass)
There is no other Savior against sin and death, no one else to help in heaven or earth, than this
singular child of the Virgin Mary named Jesus. Good works are to be done, but they are not
Jesus, do not save, cannot rescue from death. This child, however, saves and rescues from death.
When we’re assaulted by ordinary earthly misfortunes, we can counter them most likely with the
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usual human resources. But when we lie at death’s door, then let go of all else, look only to this
Savior, and say, “I know one doctor, advocate, emperor, king, pastor—namely, the child Jesus.
He can and will save me from eternal death.” (Bl. Martin Luther)
My Jesus does not bear this name, like some before Him, as an empty title. With Him there is no
foreshadowing of a great name, but rather the reality itself. Indeed, the Evangelist bears witness
that the name is of heavenly origin. It is the name given Him by the Angel before He was
conceived in the womb. Note the depth of the meaning in this word. He is called Jesus by men,
and before His conception He had been called Jesus by an Angel. This means that He is Savior
of both Angels and men: of Angels from the beginning of creation, of men from the time of
incarnation. His name was called Jesus, says today’s Gospel, the name given Him by the Angel.
And that Word is manifested in the Gospel as the Word made flesh. (St. Bernard of Clairvaux)

Epiphany
Now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with
spiritual joy the day of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merciful God,
“who has made us worthy,” in the words of the Apostle, “to share the position of the saints in
light; who has rescued us from the power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son.” For “the people of the Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and
for those who dwelt in the region of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” This is “the day
that Abraham saw, and rejoiced to see,” when he knew that the children born of his faith would
be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time
when the star beckoned the three wise men out of their distant country and led them to recognize
and adore the King of heaven and earth. (St. Leo the Great)

Epiphany I
Epiphany means “The manifestation or revealing of Christ as God.” The newborn child’s birth
was not to remain secret, but was to be revealed. Otherwise His coming would have been of no
use. This is why the Gospels during this season tell how Christ manifested Himself as Lord of
all. It is the same in today’s Gospel. It tells of how the Lord Jesus shows that He is not an
ordinary, but an extraordinary Child. First, He teaches the teachers. Then, He tell His mother, “I
am your son; but more than that, I am the Son of My Father in heaven.” And so, with this
Gospel, Our Lord Jesus makes it known to Mary and Joseph, and to us, that He is not only true
man but also true God. (Blessed Martin Luther)
The Evangelist is speaking about your Maker when he says: He was subject to them; that is,
Jesus was without doubt subject to Mary and to Joseph. Be ashamed, vain ashes that you are.
God humbles Himself and do you exalt yourself? God becomes subject to men, and will you,
eager to lord it over men, place yourself above your Maker? O that God would, when I think
such thoughts, reprove and answer me as He did His apostle: Get behind me, Satan: because you
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favor not the things that are of God. For when I desire to be foremost among men, then I seek to
push ahead of God. If you disdain, O man, to follow the example of a Man, perhaps you can
humble yourself to at least imitate your Maker. If you cannot follow Him wherever He goes, at
least follow in that He has come down to you. (St Bernard of Clairvaux)
Today’s Gospel presents an example of the holy cross, showing us through what experiences
those have to pass who are Christians, and how they ought to bear their sorrow. For he who
desires to be a Christian must expect to help bear the cross. For Our Lord God can take from us
our joy and comfort and cause us the greatest sorrow with the very things that are our greatest
joy. On the other hand, He can also give us the greatest delight in the things that terrify us the
most. For it was the greatest joy of Mary that she was the mother of this child, but in today’s
Gospel He became the cause of her greatest sorrow. Thus we are afraid of nothing more than of
sin and death, yet God can comfort us. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Baptism of Our Lord
Let us honor Christ’s baptism and celebrate this fest in holiness. Be cleansed entirely and
continue to be cleansed. Nothing gives such pleasure to God as the conversion and salvation of
human beings, for whom his every word and every revelation exist. He wants you to become a
living force for all humanity, lights shining in the world. You are to be radiant lights as you stand
beside Christ, the great light, bathed in the glory of him who is the light of heaven. You are to
enjoy more and more the pure and dazzling light of the Trinity. For now you have received—
through not in its fullness—a ray of its splendor, proceeding from the one God, in Christ Jesus
our Lord, to whom be glory and power for ever and ever. (St. Leo the Great)

Epiphany II
God and men proceed in contrary ways. People settle first on whatever is best, and afterward
they deal with what is worse. God first gives the cross and affliction, then honor and blessedness.
He does this is because we seek to preserve the sinful flesh, which urges us to keep the Law by
works and offer promises great and sweet. But the result has a stale taste. And although the flesh
is intoxicated with great promises, it does not feel its wretchedness, Yet when the wine is
digested and the false promises gone, the wretchedness appears. God, however, terrifies the
conscience, sets on miserable wine, in fact nothing but water. Then He consoles us with the
promises of the Gospel which endure forever. (Blessed Martin Luther)
“There is a real conflict for faith in today’s Gospel. We should therefore pay close attention to
what Christ’s mother, Mary, does, and also what she teaches us. For Our Lord’s words to her
sound harsh. But she interprets everything in her heart in such a way that she does not even think
of any wrath in Him, or anything that might conflict with His goodness, but remains firm in her
conviction that He is good. Mary will not allow this opinion to be taken from her by the rebuff
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she has suffered. She might have been offended by what Jesus said to her. Instead, she continues
to regard Jesus as good and gracious.” (Luther)
The mother renders service and takes the part of housekeeper: Christ honors the occasion by his
personal presence, by a miracle and a gift. And all this is for the benefit of the groom, the bride
and the guests, as is the nature of love and its works. Thus Christ lures all hearts to himself, to
rely on him as ever ready to help, even in temporal things, and never willing to forsake any; so
that all who believe in him shall not suffer want, be it in spiritual or temporal things; rather must
water become wine, and every creature turned into the thing his believer needs. He who believes
must have sufficient, and no one can prevent it. But the example of faith is still more wonderful
in this Gospel. Christ waits to the very last moment when the want is felt by all present, and there
is no counsel or help left. This shows the way of divine grace; it is not imparted to one who still
has enough, and has not yet found his need. For grace does not feed the full and satiated, but the
hungry, as we have often said. Whoever still deems himself wise, strong, and pious, and finds
something good in himself, and is not yet a poor, miserable, sick, sinner and fool, the same
cannot come to Christ the Lord, nor receive his grace. (Blessed Martin Luther—not yet used)

Epiphany III
The faith of the leper who came to Jesus is indeed worthy of all our praise. He testified that
Emmanuel can do all things perfectly. The man pleads with the Lord that by His divine
command he might be delivered of his leprosy. What did Christ say to this? He confirmed him in
his faith, and by this miracle showed that He approved it. For Our Lord says, “I am willing; be
cleansed.” Then He bestows on the leper the touch of His holy and omnipotent hand.
Immediately the leprosy leaves the man. Join with me in awe, beholding Christ at work as both
God and man. For it belongs to His divinity so to will that all things are as He wills; it is a human
act to stretch forth the hand. In both the one and the other, Christ is perceived, since the Word
became flesh. (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
The Gospel is a good report, discourse and proclamation of Christ, announcing that He is nothing
else but pure goodness, love and grace. Such a report could not possibly be made concerning any
other human being, or any of the saints. For, although the other saints were men of quite good
repute, a report on them does not constitute the Gospel as such. It is Gospel only when the
goodness and grace of Christ are proclaimed. Even though mention is made of famous saints and
their doings, this does not make the report the Gospel. The Gospel bases Christian faith and
confidence solely on the rock, Jesus Christ. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Epiphany IV
So they may be instructed in faith, the Lord permits the disciples to be tossed and shaken about
by the storm. It could not happen that they would perish, since He Who can do all things was
with them. So when He calms the storm, Our Lord also changes the faith of the disciples which
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had been shaken with their little ship. He changes their doubt to certainty, and He works in them
a great calm. He smoothes the waves of their little faith. And so together with the tumult of the
waves, He quiets the fear within their souls, chiding them while He teaches them, that the cause
of their fears was not the assault of the tempest, but their own lack of faith. (St. Cyril of
Alexandria)
There is no one in the whole world who can withstand death. All men flee from it and quake in
terror before it. Nevertheless, they are overtaken by death. But faith remains firm and stands up
against death. Faith conquers death and devours this ravenous glutton. Likewise, the whole world
cannot constrain or suppress the flesh. But faith takes hold of the flesh and subdues it. Faith
bridles the flesh into obedience. Similarly, no man can endure the raging, persecution,
blasphemy, reproach, hatred and jealousy of the world. It makes a mockery of faith and treads it
under foot, and even finds joy and pleasure in all this. Yet faith alone is the victory that
overcomes the world. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Epiphany V
Today’s Gospel means this: No Christian should grow disheartened or despondent because he
cannot bring it about that there are only saints in his church. For the devil does not stand aloof.
He throws his seeds. Therefore, those we think godly and righteous do us the greatest harm and
cause us the greatest difficulties. And this is the only comfort: that Christ Himself warns us that
it will happen thus. Angels become devils. One of the Apostles betrayed Christ. Christians
became heretics. Out of the people of God came the wicked men who nailed Christ to the cross.
So it happens still. Therefore, we must not be alarmed and must not faint when we see tares
shoot up amongst the wheat. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemass)
The Mother of God carried the true Light in her arms and brought Him to those who lay in
darkness. Our lighted candles show that this Light has shone upon us and that His glory will
come to us through Him. Let all of us share in His splendor, and be so filled with it that no one
remains in the darkness. Rejoicing with Simeon, let us sing a hymn of thanksgiving to God, the
Father of the light, who sent the true light to dispel the darkness and to give us all a share in his
splendor. (Sophronius, Bishop of Jerusalem)
Transfiguration
There are many reasons why Moses and Elijah appeared with Our Lord when He is transfigured.
First, the multitudes claimed that Jesus was Elijah or another prophet; so He brings these chief
Prophets so others might see the difference between the servants and their Lord. Second, the
Jews charged Jesus transgressing against the Law and usurping the glory of the Father; so He
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brings forward Moses who gave the Law, and Elijah who was zealous for the glory of God.
Third, by producing Moses who was dead and Elias who had not yet experienced death, Jesus
shows He has power over life and death. Fourth, Our Lord wishes to show the glory of His cross,
and thus soothe the disciples who feared His death; so He brings forward both Moses and Elijah,
who had willingly stood before tyrants and exposed themselves to death for God’s sake. Finally,
Our Lord brings Moses and Elijah forward so that the disciples might be as meek as Moses and
zealous as Elijah. (St John Chrysostom)
“The great reason for the Transfiguration of Our Lord is to remove the scandal of the cross from
the hearts of His disciples. Our Lord wishes to prevent the humiliation of His voluntary suffering
from disturbing the faith of those who had witnessed the surpassing glory that lay concealed. At
the same time, the whole Body of Christ is led to understand the kind of transformation that
every believer will receive as His gift. The members of the Body of Christ are to look forward to
a share in that glory which first blazed out in Christ their head.” (St. Leo the Great)
The Lord has not commanded you to fly up to heaven to stare at what He does there with His
angels, but this is His command: “This is my beloved Son. Listen to Him. In Him I have come
down to you, so that you can see Me and hear Me, and touch Me. There and nowhere else shall
all find Me, who desire Me and long to be free from their sins and saved.” On this word we
should immediately seize, and say: “Here God Himself speaks.” I will follow Him and listen to
no other word or preaching, and neither learn nor know anything else about God. (Blessed
Martin Luther)
Jesus took His disciples up to the mountain so that He might show them His Kingdom before
they witnessed His suffering and death; and His glory before they saw His ignominy: so that
when He was made a prisoner and condemned by the Jews, they might understand that He was
not crucified by them because of His own powerlessness, but because it had pleased Him of His
goodness to suffer, for the salvation of the world. He brought them up to the mountain so tha t He
might show them the glory of His Divinity, so that when He had risen from the dead they might
know that He had not received this glory as the reward of His labor, but that He had had it from
all eternity, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit. So it was this glory of His Divinity,
which was hidden and veiled to humanity, that He revealed to the Apostles on the mountain. For
they behold His face shining as the sun, and His garments white as snow. (St. Ephraem)

Septuagesima
“Here on earth there will always be inequality. But today’s Gospel teaches us that in the
kingdom of heaven, all are treated equally. And so Jesus says, ‘I will give as much to one as to
the other.’ The reason? No one has ever succeeded in earning the kingdom of heaven, and
because of that you are under obligation to no one. We are all the same in our sin and death. And
so we receive the same grace. Always the kingdom comes by grace to whoever God desires to
give it.” (Bl. Martin Luther)
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Christ who wishes to show by this parable how it actually is in the kingdom of heaven, or in
Christendom upon the earth; that God here directs and works wonderfully by making the first
last and the last first. And all is spoken to humble those who are great that they should trust in
nothing but the goodness and mercy of God. And on the other hand that those who are nothing
should not despair, but trust in the goodness of God just as the others do. (Blessed Martin
Luther)
When God declares that “the first will be last”, He takes away all your presumptions and forbids
you to exalt yourself, even above a whore, even if you were Abraham, David, Peter or Paul. But
when He says, “the last will be first”, He bids you cast off despair and not to regard yourself
unfavorably even in comparison with the saints, even though you were Pilate, Herod, Sodom and
Gomorrah. For just as we have no reason at all for presumption, so also we have no reason for
despair. In this way, then, all merits are set aside and God’s goodness alone is praised. (Bl.
Martin Luther)
“It is always foolish to question to goodness of God. There might be some reason for loud
complaint if He did not give what He owed, but not when He gives what He does not owe.” (St.
Gregory the Great) When we question or grumble about the Lord’s goodness, He replies, “Is
your eye evil because I am good?” We are quick to answer by pointing to our good works,
prayers and faith. So Our Lord again answers us: “The last will be the first, and the first last.” In
this way, He humiliates us so that we look not at ourselves, but at His goodness and kindness.
For only through Him are we, whose boasting puts us last, made first and greatest and worthy of
His kingdom.

Sexagesima
“The words of God which you receive by your ear, hold fast in your heart. For the Word of God
is the food of the soul.” (St. Gregory the Great) That Word of God is His gracious and
comforting Word planted into your heart and mind through the ear by the preaching and
Sacraments. It is given not simply to improve your behavior, but to strengthen your faith and
build up your hope so that you have true and lasting comfort. “Strive then that the Word you hear
may remain in the ear of your soul.”
Those who hear the Word and steadfastly hold onto it also risk and suffer everything for it. Thus
they also do good in love to their neighbor. So he says, “With patience,” for such people must
suffer much for the sake of the Word; insults and disgrace from the fanatics and heretics; hate
and insults with injury to body and goods from the persecutors, not to mention what the thorns
and afflictions of their own flesh do. This is rightly called a Word that belongs to the cross. For
whoever will hold it must bear and overcome cross and misfortune with patience. (Blessed
Martin Luther)
That the words of the Savior were for the most part hidden is plain to us. For a great multitude
stood about Him, gathered from all Judea, to whom He spoke, and in parables. But since they
were unworthy to understand the mysteries of heaven, His words were obscure to them. Neither
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had they the will to believe in Christ. Moreover, they blasphemously opposed His teaching. And
for this reason they also began to denounce those that followed Him, impiously declaring: “He
has a devil, and is mad: why do you listen to Him?” Accordingly, it was not given to them, to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; but to us who are ready to believe. For he has
given us to understand a parable, and the interpretation. (St. Cyril)
Good ground brings forth fruit in patience. The good that we do amounts to nothing if we do not
also patiently endure the evils done by our neighbors. For the higher that anyone advances, the
more he finds things in this world that are hard to bear. When our love for this present age
declines, the adversity caused by this age increases. This is the reason we see so many people
doing good and yet laboring under a heavy burden of distress. They are fleeing earthly desires,
and yet heavy afflictions are wearing them out. But according to the word of the Lord they are
bringing forth fruit in patience, because when they humbly accept their afflictions they
afterwards, are accepted into heavenly rest. (Gregory the Great)
We need to be on guard against the weaknesses and infirmities in our nature, against succumbing
to false security. So we need to petition God for his Holy Spirit, to remove such obstacles, to
sweep out those and thistles from our hearts, so that we can continue to hear and retain God’s
Word, and bring forth the good fruit, by faith in Christ. Through this faith we not only live in
obedience to God but also become God’s children and heirs. So the main reason this seed of the
Lord’s Word is sown (that is, the main reason the gospel is proclaimed in all the world) is to
create and work fruit in us which endures into eternity. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Quinquagesima
The blind man sees more than the disciples. The disciples could neither see nor understand why
Our Lord had to suffer death on the cross. But the blind man understands Our Lord’s mission. He
willingly suffers death so that He might freely give us His mercy. So the blind man begs for the
Lord’s mercy. “Admire with me the steadfastness of this man’s confession—how, although
rebuked, he would not keep silent, he would not hold his peace, but cried out for the Lord’s
mercy.” (Patriarch Theophylactus, d. 840)
The blind man could not see the Light of Truth, but in his soul he could feel His Presence, and
with the desire of his heart he laid hold of what his eye could not see. “What is the meaning of all
these people?” he asks. They tell him that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. O wondrous event! He
is told one thing, and cries out another. They who could see made answer from what was known
by common report, but the blind man makes known what he had learned from Truth Itself. For
he cries out: Jesus Son of David, have mercy on me. (St. John Chrysostom)
In today’s Gospel Our Lord pointedly tells His twelve disciples privately of His impending
suffering. His words are similar to those which the angel addressed later to the women at the
tomb on Easter: “Remember how He spoke unto you when He was yet in Galilee, saying, The
Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day
rise again.” This is the way with all of God’s words and works; at first speaking, before they
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happen, people don’t comprehend them. For God’s Word speaks of things which human reason
cannot understand or conceive by itself. We should believe it, and we will in due time find out
that it is indeed true and then we will rightly understand it. (Blessed Martin Luther)
It was the heart and will of Jesus to suffer. Such will to suffer He reveals in today’s Gospel. For
He declares that He will go up to Jerusalem in order to be crucified. It is as if He said, “Behold,
My heart, and see that I will endure My suffering freely and gladly in obedience to My Father’s
will. Therefore, you must not be afraid or terrified when you behold My sufferings. You must
not think that I bear them unwillingly, or that I am compelled to endure them, or that I am
forsaken, or that the Jews have power to do this to Me.” It is such a wonderful thing that the Son
of Man is crucified willingly and joyfully for our good. And when we see His heart and will in it,
it gives us true comfort, trust and joy in Christ. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Invocavit, Lent I
When the devil tempts me, my heart is comforted and my faith is strengthened, because I know
Him who for my sake has overcome the devil, and that He comes to me to be my help and my
comfort. Thus faith overcomes the devil. Therefore, first, God teaches me faith, that I may know
that for my sake Christ has overcome the devil. Then, since, I now know that the devil has no
power over me but is overcome by faith, I must be ready to be tempted. The purpose of this is
that my faith may be strengthened, and that my neighbor may be given by example by my
victory over temptation, and may be comforted. (Blessed Martin Luther)
When is Jesus led into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil? After the Descent of the Holy
Spirit. After the Voice speaking from above had said: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased (Mt. Iii. 17). Since He did everything in order to teach us and suffered everything
for the same reason, so He also willed to be led by the Spirit into the desert to meet the devil in
combat. Therefore, no one should be shocked if He suffers even severer temptations, as though
something strange had happened. Yet by His temptations, we learn to stand firm and endure with
fortitude what happens according to the ordinary rule of our life. (St. John Chrysostom)
Because of the evil will of the devil, we are caught in the snare of diabolical tyranny. In our
misery, we dare not raise our eyes to heaven for mercy. Where is the way of salvation? What
pardon is there for those who have broken the command of the Lord? There is only the clemency
of God—His mercy and compassion. So He sent His Son as our Savior and Redeemer, who
alone has power to free mankind from the grip of the devil. With infinite kindness and goodness,
the Only Begotten Son of the Father took upon Himself our likeness and was made in all things
as we are—except sin—so that through Himself He might redeem us all, and bring us to God the
Father, freed from all defilement and stain. This is why He suffered hunger, and fasted. It was
the beginning of our salvation. (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
Christ has served and helped us by His fasting, hunger, temptation and victory. Also, whoever
believes on Christ shall never suffer need, and temptation shall never harm him. Instead, we shall
have enough in the midst of want and be safe in the midst of temptation because the Lord
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triumphed in our behalf. Christ’s fasting also encourages us to believe that, by His example, we
can cheerfully suffer want and temptation for the service of God and the good of our neighbor,
like Christ did for us. Therefore this Gospel is sweet consolation and power against the unbelief.
It awakens and strengthens our conscience, that we may not be anxious about the nourishment of
our bodies, but be assured that God can and will give us our daily bread. (Luther)

Reminiscere, Lent II
“Faith takes Christ captive in His Word, when He’s angriest, and makes out of His cruel words a
comforting inversion. In today’s Gospel, the woman says to Jesus, ‘You say I am a dog. Then I
ask for no more than a dog’s right. Let me, like a dog, pick up the crumbs under the table. Let me
have what the children don’t need or even what they miss—the crumbs—and I will be content.’
Do you see how the woman catches Christ the Lord in His own words and with that wins not
only the right of a dog, but also that of the children? He let Himself be made captive, and must
comply. Be sure of this—that’s what He most deeply desires.” (Bl. Martin Luther)
The woman in today’s Gospel imagines the Lord will not fulfil what he has spoken, and will let
his Word be false. So what does she do? She turns her eyes from all this unfriendly treatment of
Christ. This does not lead her astray, neither does she take it to heart, but she continues
immediately and firmly to cling in her confidence to the good news she had heard and embraced
concerning him, and never gives up. We must also do the same and learn firmly to cling to the
Word, even though God with all his creatures appears different than his Word teaches. May God
help us in time of need of death to possess like courage and faith! (Blessed Martin Luther)
Today we hear about the great faith, patience, constancy and humility of a woman. She had a
great faith because she implored the Savior’s benevolence, saying, “Show me mercy, O Lord,
son of David.” It is evident that she believed that He was true man and true God. Though she
was asking on behalf of her daughter, she did not bring the girl along, and she did not entreat the
Lord to come to her daughter. So it is clear that she trusted that Our Lord could give her daughter
health by His word. After many tears, finally she prostrated herself and adored Him, saying,
‘Lord, help me’. This teaches us that she had no uncertainty concerning His divine majesty, since
she said that his power was to be adorned as God’s. (St. Bede the Venerable)
Today’s Gospel is written for our comfort and instruction. In it, we hear how deeply God
conceals His grace, and that we sho uld not estimate Him according to our feelings and thinking,
but strictly according to His Word. Jesus appears to be hardhearted to the woman, and all his
answers indeed sound like “no,” but they are not. We learn, then, that we must turn from our
feelings and lay hold of and retain the deep spiritual “yes” under and above the “no” with a firm
faith in God’s Word (as this woman does). Like the woman, we can say, “Lord it is true, I am a
sinner and not worthy of Your grace. But You have promised sinners forgiveness, and You come
not to call the righteous but to save sinners.” (Blessed Martin Luther)
Note the wisdom of the Cannanite woman. She did not go to those who make empty promises.
She sought not useless medicines. But she came to the Lord. She asked no t James, she did not
pray John, or apply to Peter, but putting herself under the protection of repentance, she ran alone
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to the Lord. But when she raised her petition, God, the lover of mankind, answers not a word.
And while the disciples were sorry for he r, they did not say to Jesus “Grant her this mercy,” but
“Send her away.” So she did not say to them “Pray God for me,” but to Jesus said, “Lord, help
me.” Yet the more she prayed, the more He denied. But she is wise. She does not contradict
Jesus, nor is she frustrated by what He calls her. She simply says, “Yes, Lord.” He calls her a
dog, and she accepts the office of a dog, and then says, in effect, “I cannot leave the table of my
Lord.” This is why Our Lord blesses her. For she spoke not to flatter Jesus, but from abundant
faith. And so she obtains, by earnest prayer to Jesus, what the Apostles could not give her. For
Our Lord would rather that we should pray for our own offenses ourselves instead of having
others pray for us. (St John Chrysostom)

Oculi, Lent III
“St. Matthew tells us that the demon-possessed man [in today’s Gospel] was not only mute but
also blind. He was cured by Our Lord so that he could both speak and see. Simultaneously, then,
three miracles are performed on this one man—he sees, he speaks, and he is delivered from the
devil. These three miracles are daily repeated when a sinner repents. First, the devil is expelled;
then the sinner sees the light of faith; and lastly, he opens his lips to praise God.” (St. Bede the
Venerable)
We need to know that Christ’s work of driving out the devil never ceases but continues to go on
in the Christian world until the Last Day. For this task Christ left us designated instruments:
Holy Baptism, the blessed Sacrament, the Word and Absolution, and whatever else belongs to
the ministry of preaching, in order to enable us to destroy the devil’s kingdom, to take from him
his captives and cast him out of people. The Holy Spirit accompanies the Word, to enlighten,
kindle faith, cleanse, and free people from the devil’s power and rule. (Blessed Martin Luther)
The concern of Jesus for the poor demon-possessed mute man is an incentive for us to turn to
Our Lord in every need, expecting from Him all that is good. After experiencing good at His
hands, we should follow Him in love and do good to others, as He has done good to us.
Therefore, today’s Gospel, like all the Gospels, teaches us faith and love. For it holds up Christ
before us as a Savior and Help in all needs. He does this out of His great love for us. Whoever
believes this is saved. This, then, is the common and most delightful teaching of today’s Gospel,
and of all the Gospels throughout the whole church year. (Blessed Martin Luther)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord Jesus says something like this: “The devil was strong; but I am
stronger. I have entered his court. I have come into this world which he has held as though it
were his own house; and the time draws near for the prince of this world to be cast forth. I have
bound him. I have broken his armor. And the unhappy people he held captive I have delivered
from his bondage. He is not therefore with Me; nor does he gather with Me; neither does he cast
out devils together with Me; nor does he heal men, as I do; nor does he gather in the flocks, nor
lead them to the living pastures, which I am doing. (St. Bruno)
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Like all the Gospels, this one teaches us faith and love. It presents Christ to us as a most loving
Savior and Helper in every need, and tells us that he who believes this is saved. We see that
Christ helps a poor man who was greatly afflicted with many ills. By this act Christ draws us to
Himself, leads us to look to Him for every blessing, and to go to Him in every time of need. He
does this that we also, according to the nature of love, should do unto others as he does unto us.
This poor man, however, did not come to Christ without the Word. For those who brought him to
Christ must have heard His love preached and were moved thereby to trust in Him. We learn
therefore that faith comes through the Word. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Laetare, Lent IV
“The wonder of the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5000 surpasses human understanding.” (St.
Hilary) What is most amazing, however, is what this miracle teaches us about the compassion
and grace of God in Chr ist. Just as the loaves and fish never seem to end, so Our Lord’s mercy
more than covers our need, more than comforts us in distress. God’s forgiveness more than
exceeds whatever sin we may have done. God’s compassion is greater than our greatest
tribulation. Our heart’s desire, the needs of our body and soul, our Jesus meets—and then some.
Those who cling to Our Lord’s Word, He teaches how they ought to trust him. He doesn’t use
many words, but rather by action and deed shows that He can create what we need to eat, so that
we do not doubt or think that provision is up to us, but rather place our heart and trust in Him.
Such faith will not be disappointed nor permit us to suffer want. He provides for all our needs
and makes sure we are well fed in body and soul. (Blessed Martin Luther)
In today’s Gospel, before Our Lord feeds the 5000, He tests Philip. He did this, not to learn
something He did not know, but so that Philip might recognize the slowness of his faith. His
Lord knew of this, but Philip did not. But after he is tested, Philip recognizes both the truth and
the miracle, and so his faith is strengthened. (St. Bede the Venerable) For the same reason, Our
Lord often tests our faith. His desire is not to embarrass us, but to urge us to remember that we
can rely on Him in every need.
We who live in Christ and receive His Eucharist—the food of salvation—ask for this bread to be
given to us every day. For Christ says, “Anyone who eats My bread will live forever, and the
bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of the world.” So we receive life when we approach
His body and share in the communion. For this reason we should be apprehensive and pray that
no one has to abstain from this communion, lest they be separated from the body of Christ and be
far from salvation. Christ has warned of this: “If you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood you will have no life in you.” We pray for our daily bread, Christ, to be given to
us. With his help, we who live and abide in him will never be separated from his body and his
grace. (St. Cyprian)
By the miraculous feeding of the five thousand, Our Lord Jesus encourages us to partake of a
spiritual food. And He teaches that we should seek and expect nourishment for the soul from
Him. For when He explains this miracle, He calls himself the bread from heaven and the true
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food. And so He says: “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the
signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not labor for the food which
perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you,
because God the Father has set His seal on Him.” (Blessed Martin Luther)

Judica, Passion Sunday
Wherever the Gospel is proclaimed we find that those who do not wish to hear God’s Word
follow the devil so persistently that he ultimately takes total possession of them; and the longer
he holds onto them the more wicked they become. This is exactly what we see occurring in
today’s Gospel. In their contempt for the Word, the Jews fall into the horrible sin of blaspheming
God and His Word and in the end become raving mad. Thus you can see what it means not to be
of God and to be of the devil, that is, not to hear God’s Word but to revile and blaspheme it.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
For the ungodly, life’s story is: I live, I know not how long; I die, I know not when I pass away, I
know not whereto. They will not be able to outrun death but must forever remain in everlasting
death, because they have disdained the wonderful, mighty medicine of God’s Word which makes
death into everlasting life. For believing Christians, the song is: I live, I let God decide how long;
I die, God wills when and what way; I pass away, I know where I am heading; I am mystified
that I am still sorrowful. They will not see or experience death. Though death holds some dread
for them, they will not come into eternal death nor will death’s sting pierce their heart, but they
will fall asleep without angst or sorrow. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Look with admiration at father Abraham. He does not wear gold and silk but is adorned,
surrounded, crowned, and clothed with the divine light, the Word of God. We Christians are
truly blessed if we recognize the benefits Our Lord has given us. In fact, just as we now praise
Abraham because of the gift the Lord gave him, so Abraham praises us even more. For he saw
the day of Christ. But he saw it only in faith and in the Spirit. We see this glory face to face. We
hear God speaking with us and promising forgiveness of sins in Baptism, in the Supper of His
Son, and in the true use of the keys. These Abraham did not have, for he saw in the spirit and
believed. Therefore our glory is greater than his. (Blessed Martin Luther)
He who is of God hears the words of God, and he who is not of God cannot hear them. So the
minds of the unbelievers, unable to endure the words Jesus spoke to them about eternity, rushed
to stone Him, trying to overwhelm Him whom they could not understand. So Jesus hid Himself.
Yet why Our Lord should turn away from His persecutors arouses great wonder. If He wanted,
Jesus could have used His divine power to stop them in their assault with a silent command, or
overwhelmed them forever by His chastisement. But since He came to suffer, He did not want to
exercise judgment. Yet when the hour of His passion came, He suffered what He came to endure.
(St Gregory the Great)
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Palmarum, Palm Sunday
The devil was tricked by his own wickedness. He inflicted a torment on the Son of God which
was changed into a medicine for all the sons of men. He shed innocent Blood, which then
became both the price and the drink which restored the world. He suffered upon Himself the
impious hands of those who raged against Him, who while intent on their dreadful crime served
the plan of the Redeemer. And such was the tenderness of His love, even for those who put Him
to death. (St. Leo the Great)
If we consider the Passion of Christ rightly, it immediately produces a feeling of deep shock and
an uneasy conscience. Our Father will not release sinners to His only and dearly beloved Son
unless this Son assumes a very heavy penalty on their behalf. He Himself tells us that this Son
was “stricken for the transgression of my people.” What can ever befall the sinner after the most
beloved Son has been smitten in this way? If you ponder the matter deeply enough, you will
remember that it is God’s own Son, the eternal wisdom of the Father, who suffers for your sake.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
When humankind was estranged by disobedience, God our Savior made a plan for raising us
from our fall and restoring us to friendship with himself. According to this plan Christ came in
the flesh, he showed us the gospel way of life, he suffered, died on the cross, was buried and rose
from the dead. He did this so that we could be saved by imitation of him, and recover our
original status as children of God by adoption. (Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea)
So that He might deliver man from the bonds of the death-bringing transgression, Our Lord Jesus
concealed the power of His majesty from the fury of the devil. Instead, He offered him the
weakness of our inferiority. For had this proud and cruel enemy known the plan of God’s mercy,
he would have tried not inflame the Jews with evil hate, so that he might not lose the slavery of
all his captives. And so the devil was tricked by his own wickedness. He inflicted a torment on
the Son of God which was changed into a medicine for all the sons of men. He shed innocent
Blood, which then became both the price and the drink which restored the world. (St. Leo the
Great)
Easter
“There is a twofold death; and so there must also be a twofold resurrection.” (St John
Chrysostom) For now, we must be content with the first death and the first resurrection—our
death to sin, and our resurrection in Christ to newness of life. But, at the same time, we look
forward to the second resurrection—the resurrection of the body on the Last Day. Both are true,
both occur, not simply because Christ rose from the dead, but because we were buried with Him
and have risen in Him through Baptism. So let us not dig up our sins or our former way of life.
Let it stay dead in Him. And let His newness of life—the life of Baptism in Him—live out in
you.
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We should inscribe the words “Christ is risen from the dead” with letters so large that just one
letter would be as large as a steeple, even as large as heaven and earth, so that we could see and
hear, know and think of, nothing but this statement. And we call this faith, when we are so
grounded on it and as firmly caught up in it as if nothing else were ever written. If now we
believe this, we can live and die in peace. We must also understand that Our Lord’s Resurrection
ties us mutually together with Christ, so that we also are included in His resurrection. On account
of it and through it we also rise and live with him eternally. Moreover, our resurrection and life
in Christ have already begun and are as sure as if they had already happened, although they still
lie hidden and are not manifest. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Yesterday, I was crucified with Christ; today I am glorified with Him. Yesterday I died with
Him; today I am given life with Him. Let us dwell upon the wonder of this mystery, that we may
understand for what Christ has died. He took upon Himself a low degree that He might give us a
higher one. He became poor, that through His poverty we might become rich. He took upon
Himself the form of a servant that we might be delivered from slavery. He came down that we
might rise up. He was tempted that we might learn to overcome. He was despised that we might
be given honor. He died that He might save us from death. Therefore, let us give all to Him: offer
all to Him Who gave Himself in exchange for us as the price of our Redemption. (St. Gregory of
Nazianzen)
The Lord, though He was God, became man. He suffered for the sake of those who suffer. He
was bound for those in bonds, condemned for the guilty, buried for those who lie in the grave.
Then He rose from the dead, and cried aloud: “Who will contend with Me? Let him confront Me.
I have freed the condemned, brought the dead back to life, raised men from their graves. Who
has anything to say against Me? I am the Christ. I have destroyed death, triumphed over the
enemy, trampled hell underfoot, bound the strong one, and taken men up to the heights of
heaven. I am the Christ. Come, then, receive forgiveness for the sins that defile you. I am your
forgiveness. I am the Passover that brings salvation. I am the lamb that was sacrificed for you. I
am your ransom, your life, your resurrection, your light. I am your salvation and your king. I will
bring you to the heights of heaven. With My own right hand I will raise you up, and I will show
you the eternal Father.” (Melito of Sardis)
The women who came to the Holy Sepulchre were counted worthy of seeing holy angels, who
were proclaimed the resurrection when they said, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
He is not here, but is risen.” For the Word of God lives, and is by His own nature Life. But when
He submitted to be made like unto us, He tasted death. This proved to be the death of death. For
He arose from the dead to be the way in which we return to incorruption. So let no one seek Him
Who lives among the dead. For He is not here with mortality in the tomb. Then where is He? In
heaven and in godlike glory. To settle the faith of the women, the angels then remind them what
Christ had said: that He must necessarily be given up into the hands of sinners, and suffer, and
the third day rise aga in. (St Cyril of Alexandria)
Quasimodogeniti, Easter I
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“I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in
particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners (excommunication) from the Christian
congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better (Holy Absolution),
this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our death Lord dealt with us
Himself.” (Luther’s Small Catechism)
Today’s Gospel teaches us two things. First, Christ treats His disciples so tenderly, does not
reproach them for their unbelief, sin, or weakness, but comforts, strengthens, and lifts them up.
This was done for our good and comfort. The devil assaults us without letup. Therefore, we need
to keep this example of Christ’s kindness and love to us well in mind, so that we know how to
take comfort and stand fast against the enemy. Second, Christ sends His disciples just as He is
sent by His Father. It is our great comfort and joy to hear Christ’s words through the word and
mouth of the apostles and through those who received the word from them. If you or I are
frightened and are afflicted by sins, you and I should listen to the one who comes to us to
comfort us with God’s Word, and believe his words, as if God Himself were speaking to us.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
The devil will not allow a Christian to have peace. Therefore Christ must bestow peace
differently than the world. He quiets the heart and removes fear and terror, although contention
and misfortune remain all around. So, in today’s Gospel, Our Lord Jesus enters while the
apostles are in fear and terror. He quiets their hearts and brings them peace, not by removing the
danger but by speaking His “Peace.” The wickedness of the Jews is neither removed nor changed
by this. But the disciples are changed. At the Lord’s Word, they become courageous and bold,
and the hatred of the Jews now concerns them little. This is true peace. It is able to calm the
heart, not in time of good fortune, but in the midst of misfortune. (Bl. M. Luther)
In today’s Gospel, Christ entrusts to his disciples the office of proclaiming the gospel. For if the
suffering and resurrection of Christ is simply narrative or history apart from the office of
preaching, it is an exercise in futility, of no use to anyone. So the Lord ensures that the Gospel
will be proclaimed when He says, “I send you as my Father has sent me.” In other words, “What
I preached, I entrust to you to preach. I have completed my ministry; as I have preached, so you
now preach also. Just as I was sent to preach to the poor and to comfort the captives, I send you
to proclaim the very same word, the gospel which I taught.” So by this command Jesus
commissions His disciples to preach and proclaim as He had. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Misericordias Domini, Easter II
“It is a grave thing for a Pastor to have the care of a church. It is a task that needs a measure of
love and courage as great as that of which Christ speaks in today’s Gospel—so that the Pastor
may lay down his life for his flock, may never abandon them, and may boldly face the wolf. …
Christ Jesus says often, “I am the Good Shepherd.” For when they sought to put Him to death He
neither withdrew His teaching nor betrayed those believing in Him. But He stood firm and chose
to die.” (St. John Chrysostom)
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When Our Lord Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd,” He means, “I am, and want to be, your
only helper against the wolf, death, and the devil.” That’s why you must let go of trusting in a
pious way of life and learn to place faith alone in him who says, “I am the Good Shepherd. The
Good Shepherd gives his life for the sheep.” Our Good Shepherd does not flee from the wolf. He
would sooner allow himself to be torn by the wolf than to permit the wolf to devour one little
sheep. Therefore, we must look to Him alone in such circumstances and cling to Him. We need
to hold on to truth in faith. We can add nothing to it. Rather He, the Good Shepherd, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, has done and accomplished it all. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Whoever follows Our Lord with a believing heart is nourished with a food of eternal freshness.
For He makes us lie down in green pastures. These pastures are the eternal joys of an ever-green
paradise. Those who have evaded the traps of temporary pleasures rejoice with the fullness of
eternity. There are choirs of angels singing hymns, there the company of heavenly citizens, there
the delightful festival of those returning from the sad labor of their exile here, there the farseeing choir of prophets, there the apostles, there the victorious army of innumerable martyrs, as
much happier there as they were tormented here. Let us seek these pastures, dearly beloved!
There we may enjoy the celebration of so many citizens. (St. Gregory)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord Jesus declares that His own care for you reaches to the point where
He is prepared to lay down His life. He teaches that He will give up His life fighting in defense
of His sheep. So He vows that He is prepared in every way to fight and to face danger on behalf
of his friends and kindred, and He confirms this with emphatic repetition of His intention that He
is indeed the Good Shepherd. For they who abandon the sleep to the wolves are rightly named
cowards and hirelings. But He who is prepared to defend them, so that He does not falter even in
face of death, is with just reason called the Good Shepherd. (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
Jubilate, Easter III
“We, who confess Christ and His Gospel, must bear oppression and tribulation, while on the
other hand, our opponents rejoice. Thus the two greatest evils converge upon us—suffering hurt
and being scorned. As it was for Him, so it will also be for His disciples, says Christ. But both
your mourning and the world’s joy have their ‘little while’; always there comes a blessed
exchange, your sorrow becoming joy and the world’s joy becoming sorrow. So Christ says very
plainly that sorrow will finally be transmuted into eternal joy—a joy which no one can ever take
from you!” (M. Luther)
In today’s Gospel, Our Blessed Lord speaks of the Holy Church as the woman. For she never
ceases to bring forth children to God. And as long as she is steadfast in this world in advancing
in the Gospel through the Sacraments, she will also never cease to be harassed by the trials of the
world. But when she has overcome—when she has endured the labors of this present life and
attained to the palm of victory, she remembers no more the anguish of the suffering she endures
in this world. A woman remembers no more the birth pangs due to her joy that a child is born
into the world. In the same way, the Church is filled with becoming exaltation at the birth of the
Christian people into life eternal. (St. Bede the Venerable)
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We must diligently mark what Our Lord says in today’s Go spel. He says things will alternate: we
will not see Christ, and then we will see Christ; we will be sad, and then rejoice; we will mourn,
and then be happy. Notice, however, that He does not allow us to weep and mourn very long, but
relieves and revives us so that we can endure it. So Our Lord Jesus is saying this: “With all my
heart, He says, I desire that the Word of our Lord God might be heard among His children, so
that they do not fall into folly or despair; and so that, out of impatience, they blaspheme and deny
that He is their saving God. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Our Lord Jesus says, “You shall weep and lament, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.” So
He says that joy will come after their sorrow, and that grief brings forth gladness. He also says
that the sorrow is but for a little while, and the joy without end. Then He gives an example from
nature: “Pain like travail will come upon you. But the pains of childbirth are the cause of joy.” In
this way, Our Lord confirms His own words regarding the coming Resurrection, as well as
showing that the going from this world is like going from the womb into splendid light. (St. John
Chrysostom)
Cantate, Easter IV
“In today’s Gospel we learn that when we meet up with something painful and bitter, we should
accept it in obedience to God, endure it patiently, be comforted, and bear it patiently, trusting
that it will eventually be much better. For God’s manner of working is that after temptation and
trial, once our heart has been broken, he grants rich and overflowing comfort. So Christ comforts
his disciples with the future blessing, the Holy Spirit, as though wanting to say, ‘Dear brothers,
take comfort and be of good cheer. My departure is much better for you than if I remain. For
when I leave you and go to the Father, you will receive from me spiritual comfort, everlasting
protection, and joy through the Holy Spirit.’ ” (Blessed Martin Luther)
As we hear from the Gospel reading, Our Lord and Redeemer disclosed to His disciples both the
glory of the ascension by which He was to be honored after His death and resurrection, and the
coming of the Holy Spirit, by which they were to be enlightened. He did this so that they might
grieve less over His death. They would have no doubt that He would be taken up to heaven after
His death. They would be less agitated over being forsaken, since they would hope that, although
the Lord was going away, they were to be consoled by the gift of the Holy Spirit. (St. Bede)
In today’s Gospel, Christ Jesus comforts His discip les (and you) with the blessing of the Holy
Spirit. This is what He says: “Take comfort, even though I’m going away and depriving you of
earthly fellowship and friendship with me. My departure is much better for you than if I remain.
For if I stay, My presence will give you nothing more than earthly comfort. But since I go to the
Father, you will receive from Me spiritual comfort, everlasting protection, and joy—all through
the Holy Spirit.” How excellently Our Lord comforts and strengthens his disciples with these
caring and soothing words. So, as we await the Lord’s return, the Spirit encourages and comforts
us to take up our cross, be patient, trust and believe in Christ. For He promises that things will be
much better for us than they are now. (Blessed Martin Luther)
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After His resurrection, all that the Lord had to do on earth was done. Yet it was necessary that
we become partakers (communicants) of His divine nature—that we give up our old life and be
reformed in newness of life pleasing to God. But this is not possible for us to do except through
the gift and indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit transforms those in whom He dwells. He
readily turns them away from their taste for earthly things to dwell on those that are in heaven;
and from cowardice to a courageous state of soul. And we cannot doubt that we shall are
changed and strengthened by the Spirit. And when we are, then we are in no way dismayed by
the assaults of others, but hold fast to the love that is in Christ. (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
Rogate, Easter V
When Our Lord speaks of “joy made full,” He is talking not about carnal but spiritual joy. That
joy is so great that nothing further needs to be added to it. So whatever we ask which relates to
the attainment of this joy, we must ask for in the Name of Christ. When we ask for anything else,
nothing is asked for. Not in the sense that it is really nothing, but that in comparison with this
spiritual joy. And now we can correctly understand the words: “If you ask the Father anything in
my name, he will give it to you.” The word “anything” does not mean “anything whatever,” but
anything that is not as nothing in comparison with the life of the Blessed. (St. Augustine)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord Jesus urges us to pray. He spoke this exhortation when telling His
disciples that they will suffer, but their sorrow will be turned to joy. There is a connection
between these two things. For when a Christian is experiencing sorrow and tribulation, peril and
trial, the only comfort and help he has is to resort to cry to the Lord in prayer. The Lord teaches
His disciples, and us, that during times of heartache we should be bold and fearless in prayer. For
this reason you may come boldly before the Father and pray with confidence, never doubting, for
your prayers are heard. It is, indeed, a winsome invitation to prayer. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Prayer is not made perfect by the uttering of syllables, but in the purpose of the soul, and in the
just actions of a lifetime. Neither are we to think that God needs the reminder of our spoken
words. Rather are we to believe that He knows our need whether we ask of Him or not. Be
mindful then of God, O Man, and keep the fear of Him ever in your heart, and join yourself to all
men in communion of prayer. Place your hope in the goodness of God, and look for His aid,
knowing that if we truly and sincerely turn to Him, He will not cast us off for ever, but even as
we pray to Him He will say to us: Here I am. (St. Basil)
Exaudi, Sunday with the Ascension Octave
Worldly comfort is false and counterfeit because it directs a person to rely on material goods,
fame, honor, power, and the assistance and sympathy of the high and mighty. It is at best nothing
more than miserable, poor, uncertain comfort. Its relief is temporary. The Holy Spirit, however,
comforts you when you are frightened and discouraged, miserable and wretched, forsaken both
by other people and by your own heart. That is why the Holy Spirit carries the name, because he
is a true Comforter who does not fail. Where there is sorrow and affliction, that’s where you find
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. (Blessed Martin Luther)
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This is what Our Lord tells His disciples in today’s Gospel: “They hated Me, and seeing Me they
put Me to death. But the Spirit’s testimony will cause those who do not see Me believe in Me.
You also will testify because you are with Me from the beginning. The Holy Ghost will testify,
and you shall testify. For since you were with Me from the beginning, you can preach what you
have seen. But you do not so now because you do not yet have the fullness of this Spirit. He shall
give testimony of Me, and you shall give testimony of Me. And the love of God that is poured
forth into your hearts by the Spirit shall give you courage to testify.” (St. Augustine)
When a Christian begins to know Christ as His Lord and Savior, his heart is aglow with a
flaming love of God and he desires gladly to help everyone to the same experience. For you
know that Christ has redeemed you from death and brought into His kingdom and inheritance.
And so you have no greater joy than to possess this treasure and trust Christ. Therefore, a
Christian goes out and encourages other people, praising and testifying (in word or deed) to all,
praying and yearning that they too enjoy God’s grace. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Pentecost
“This is why the Lord promised to send the Holy Spirit: He was to prepare us as an offering to
God. Like dry flour, which cannot become dough and one loaf of bread without moisture, so we
who are many could no t become one in Christ Jesus without the water and Spirit that comes
down from heaven. Through the Baptism that liberates us from change and decay we have
become one in Christ’s Body; through the Spirit we have become one in His Life.” (St. Irenaeus)
We could never know anything about Christ or believe in Him and receive Him as our Lord if it
were not first offered to us and laid on our hearts by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the
Gospel. The redemptive work has taken place and is finished, for Christ has purchased and won
the treasure for us through His suffering, death, resurrection, etc. But if that saving action stays
hidden and no one knows about it, then it would all be for nothing, wasted. In order that this
treasure might not remain buried but be taken up and enjoyed, God has let the Word go forth and
be proclaimed. In the Word He has given us His Holy Spirit to lay the treasure of redemption on
our hearts and make it our very own. (Luther’s Large Catechism)
On the day of Holy Pentecost we celebrate and thank our dear Lord God for the great and
timeless gift which He bestowed one earth. From heaven He revealed to us poor earthlings his
holy, precious Word—a Word that is neither common nor ordinary. For it was on this very day
that Christ established His kingdom through the apostles, a kingdom that through the gospel is
revealed to the whole world. Christ possessed this kingdom in his own person from all eternity,
but on this day the Holy Spirit used the apostles to reveal it to all the world. And this revelation
was made with great courage, boldness, and joy by the apostles. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Today the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples with a sudden sound, and completely changed
their earthbound way of thinking by his love. When tongues of fire appear outwardly, their hearts
within them were set afire. Since they received God in a vision of fire, they were gently
enflamed by love. The Holy Spirit is love, and so St. John says: God is love. A person who
desires God with his whole heart already possesses the one he loves. No one could love God
unless he possessed the one he loves. If any one of you should be asked if he loved God, he
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would answer with entire confidence and complete conviction, “I do.” But you hear at the
beginning of the Gospel reading what Truth says: “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word.”
The proof of love is its manifestation in deeds. (Gregory the Great)
Holy Trinity
Pentecost I

Pentecost II
We are all beggars before God. Lazarus is a beggar who shows us how the repentant sinner truly
appears before God—in need of mercy with nothing to give. The rich man, however, shows us
how we often are—unmindful of God and His Word, living only for ourselves. So the story
warns us to live before God and man in humility. At the same time, Our Lord reminds us that He
sees and remembers the contrite, poor and needy and richly rewards them with His generously
and unlimited mercy.
People engage in pretense and say, “Sermons are old hat; but if someone rose from the dead,
then people would believe.” In the same vein, if the gospel were proclaimed by the high and
mighty, like princes, kings, or rulers of the world, or by angels from heaven, then people would
believe. That’s easily said, but basically it’s of no count, for it is not the person of the preacher
that makes the difference in bringing a man to faith but the Word of God. Devout believers,
therefore, need to cling to the truth of God’s Word as proclaimed in the church by faithful
pastors. (Luther)
All believers are like poor Lazarus; and every believer is a true Lazarus, for he is of the same
faith, mind and will, as Lazarus. For we all must, like Lazarus, trust in God, surrender ourselves
to him to work in us according to his own good pleasure, and be ready to serve all men. And
although we all do not suffer from such sores and poverty, yet the same mind and will must be in
us that were in Lazarus—cheerfully to bear such things, wherever God wills it. Abraham had the
mind and will to bear what Lazarus did. Therefore he recognized Lazarus as one of his own and
received him into his bosom. (Blessed Martin Luther)
All believers are like poor Lazarus; and every believer is a true Lazarus, for he is of the same
faith, mind and will, as Lazarus. And whoever will not be a Lazarus, will surely have his portion
with the rich glutton in the flames of hell. For we all must like Lazarus trust in God, surrender
ourselves to him to work in us according to his own good pleasure, and be ready to serve all
men. And although we do not suffer from such sores and poverty, yet the same mind and will
should be in us that was in Lazarus—cheerfully to bear our afflictions with patience and trust, as
the Lord wills. (Blessed Martin Luther)
“You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” And so it is in the parable Our
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Lord tells in today’s Gospel. Lazarus is praised and held up as a fine example, not because of his
poverty, but because of his reliance on the rich grace and mercy of Our Lord. For you can be
poor economically, and still be quite rich spiritually; just as you can be poor economically and be
even poorer still in relation to our Lord.

Pentecost III
In the Gospel, we are invited to a Supper; or rather, we are compelled, attracted and drawn by the
merciful invitation of Our God to enter. But those who would not come make excuses. Yet let us
not be too harsh with them, for they simply show us our true inner self—what little we think of
this Supper even as we receive it. Nevertheless, we are invited and urged to taste Our Lord in His
goodness. So let us feast on that which truly feeds and nourishes and strengthens our soul.
Which is better for you—things that excite and delight your body, or the Holy Things of God
which delight your soul? The physical pleasures soon fade and need to be redone. But the Holy
Things are repeated only so that our faith and hope in God is increased, and so we do not lose
sight of our heavenly home. Be careful, then, not to be like those in today’s Gospel who, in
pursuit for earthly treasures, make light of the Eucharistic Banquet around the Throne of God.
For what you receive in the Holy Mass endures through this life into the life of the world to
come.
Heavenly food, so carefully prepared and subjected to the intense fire of the cross, is served up
and offered to the whole worlds. Wherever Christians are gathered, there you will find the table.
The preaching of the gospel is the dish. The servers are the pastors. Christ is the food. Through
the pastor’s mouth the food is laid on the table and served. For when the gospel is preached, this
food is served up and offered. It is embraced solely in the Word and is heard by young and old,
learned and unlearned, rich and poor. Each believer receives just as much as anyone else, for it is
a food that fills and satisfies. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Pentecost IV
“The world which is ensnared in the net of sin—how is it saved? By punishment and threats, or
by kindness and mercy? Surely, by mercy! For God is merciful and forbearing. He overlooks
transgressions by forgiving so that those who had not been living righteously now live in His
righteousness. So then why do you murmur, O Pharisee, that Christ Jesus eats with sinners or
that His Body (the Church) receives and welcomes them?” (St. Cyril of Alexandria)
Today’s Gospel portrays the tender, ardent heart of Our Lord Jesus. In a winsome and kindly
manner, you hear the trouble, worry, toil, and concern that He has in setting right the wayward
sinner. He strikes a responsive chord in our hearts when He reminds us of how we feel at the loss
of something dear to us. Thus, His heart is greatly troubled and filled with compassion and
concern when He sees the devil overcoming yo u with sin and deception. Moreover, there is joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents, more than over ninety- nine who need no repentance.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
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In today’s Gospel, sinners and tax collectors draw near Our Redeemer, and He receives them, not
only to converse with them but even to eat with them. When the Pharisees see this they are
scornful of Him. You should conclude from this that true righteousness has compassion, but false
righteousness scorn—though even the righteous are apt to be justly indignant with sinners. But
what is done as a result of pride is one thing, and what is done out of zeal for discipline is
another. (St. Gregory)
Christ carries you on His Body. He took your sins upon Himself, the Church seeks you out, and
the Father receives you. Our Savior rescues, the Church intercedes, and the Creator reconciles. In
this way, the weary sheep is recalled by the shepherd, the coin which was lost is found, and the
son retraces his steps to his father and returns, guilty of error, but wholly penitent. So let us
rejoice that the sheep which had strayed in Adam is lifted on Christ. The shoulders of Christ are
the arms of the Cross. There, I laid down my sins. There, I rested on the neck of the noble yoke.
And the angels rejoice, whose protection is to be sought and whose displeasure feared. (St.
Ambrose)
Pentecost V
How is God our heavenly Father merciful? He sees that we are captives of death, but He
mercifully gives us life. He sees that we are the children of hell, but He mercifully gives us
heaven. He sees that we are poor, naked and exposed, hungry and thirsty but He mercifully
clothes, feeds, gives us drink and satisfies us with all good things. So whatever we have for the
body or spirit Our Lord gives us out of mercy. He continually pours His blessing over us and into
us. And today Christ says, “Imitate your Father and be merciful to others just as He is merciful to
you.” (Bl. Martin Luther)
“In today’s Gospel lesson, our dear Lord Christ teaches His disciples and all of us how we are to
live as Christians in our relationships with other people. For, if we have received faith and are
considered to be Christians who have been saved from sin, death and every kind of evil through
Our Lord Christ, then a new life must immediately follow, one in which we do what He desires.
Our Lord summarizes this new life in the simple statement, ‘Be merciful, just as your Father also
is merciful.’ ” (Blessed Martin Luther)
How great is the mercy we receive by God’s benevolence! Walk in the way of mercy since you
receive this divine blessing. The kindness of God spreads far and wide. It rains upon the
unthankful; and the fruitful earth does not deny its yield even to the wicked. The same light of
the world shines on impious and God- fearing alike. The Lord also “watered” the people of Israel
with prophetic rains, and shone upon them in the rays of His Eternal Son—even on those who
were not deserving. But the faithful obtain the fullness of God’s mercy since they receive it by
faith. (St. Ambose)
My conscience must believe that God is a gracious, merciful father. In harmony with this, I then
go out to my neighbor and am merciful to him. I must bring faith into my heart and up to God;
and works out of my heart down to my neighbor. Now this has been said of faith and works as an
introduction to our Gospel lesson. For the motion of faith is inward and upward, and the motion
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of works is outward and downward. Then we honor God and look direct to him and believe
according to his Word, and in love do sufficient for our neighbor. (Blessed Martin Luther)
We say “Give us this day our daily bread” not because our asking gets us anything, but because
we need to remember that all we have and all we are come from our Father in heaven. And we
need never to forget that Our Lord gives more abundantly than we ask, and even before we pray,
and even to those who don’t pray. So why ask? Why pray? Not to remind God, but to remind
ourselves. To remember the Lord’s mercy—and that His mercy encompasses everything: every
kindness, every gift, every blessing; every bite, every breath, our every movement; and even
every heartache and infirmity.
Pentecost VI
These are the two themes of today’s Gospel: In the first place, Our Lord assures us that He will
not let us perish from hunger. Secondly and even more assuredly, He will never let us perish
spiritually. No matter how great our sins, we are never to despair! Yet the disciples did despair—
they were terrified and full of doubts. The closer the Savior came to them, the more they wanted
to flee. So Peter cries out, “Depart from me for I am a sinful man!” Peter became so upset that he
actually wanted to thrust away the Lord who wanted to bestow forgiveness. It is for such
spiritual need especially, that Christ brings rich comfort, as He did for Peter and the disciples;
and as He also does for you. (Blessed Martin Luther)
In today’s Gospel St. Peter says, “Depart from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For he is
struck with fear at the divine blessings. And the more he thinks he deserves them, the less he
presumes to ask for them or expect them. You also should say, “Depart from me, O Lord, for I
am a sinful man.” Then the Lord may answer you also, “Fear not.” For the Lord is kind to those
who confess their sins. Fear not also to attribute what is yours to the Lord. For what is His He
has given to us. He knows nothing of envy. He does not snatch away from us. He does not rob
us. See how good the Lord is? He has given so much to men, so that they even have the authority
to distribute and give out the Life that He is! (St. Ambrose)
In today’s Gospel reading, Our Lord Christ says two things. First, He assures us that He will not
let us perish from hunger. Second (and this is even more certain) He tells us He will never let us
perish spiritually. No matter how great our sins, we are never to despair! The misery of hunger
can surely be great, but He will provide enough for us. But more importantly, since we are all
sinners, our spiritual need is greater. That explains why the disciples were so terrified and full of
doubts. The closer the Savior gets to them, the more they wanted to flee. Peter became so upset
that he actually wanted to push away the Jesus who wanted to help him and give him
forgiveness. Yet Christ sees his spiritual need (and yours also) and brings rich comfort, as he did
here for the disciples. (Blessed Martin Luther)
The Lord knows who are His. Seeing them (that is, visiting them in mercy), He carries them on
to the shore—to the peace of the life to come. The fisherman are the Teachers of the Church who
catch us in the net of faith, and as it were bring us to the shore—to the land of the living. The net
was broken but the fish do not escape. For the Lord preserves His own amid the trials of
persecution. The Lord soothes the fears of people so that no one needs to be afraid in his
29

conscience because of his own past guilt. He also soothes their fears so that when they see the
innocence of others, they are neither confused nor discouraged to take the road to sanctity. (St.
Bede)
Pentecost VII
Man tames the wild beast, yet he tames not his tongue. He tames all else, yet he tames not
himself. “For the tongue can no man tame.” (James 3.8) So Our Blessed Lord says, “Whoever
says to his brother, ‘You fool,’ shall be in danger of hell fire.” Shall all men go into hell fire?
God forbid! Let us then understand that if no man can tame the tongue, we must have recourse to
God, that He may tame it. In Him is our hope. Let us submit ourselves to Him, and entreat His
mercy. In Him let us place our hope, and until we are tamed, and tamed thoroughly, that is, are
perfected, let us bear with whatever discipline our Tamer mercifully gives. (St. Augustine)
Today Our dear Lord Jesus Christ teaches us about the Christian love we are to have for one
another. He also acquaints us with the obstacles which tend to impede such love. For whoever
nurses anger and hatred in his heart against his neighbor is incapable of loving him. Likewise,
the one who says to his brother, Raca, or You fool, that is, whoever ma nifests by his attitude and
frowning that he is angry with his neighbor, heaping curses and invectives on him, cannot
possibly love him. For this reason the Lord instructs us to avoid such goings-on in order that
Christian love might be manifested toward our neighbor freely and openly. (Blessed Martin
Luther)
Pentecost VIII
Every miracle Our Lord performed when clothed in our frail nature, He did for us. Each He did
not casually but purposefully. So Christ is the Word of God Who speaks to men not in words
only, but also in deeds. The feeding of the multitudes in today’s Gospel is one of those events. It
fills with joy the soul of the one who takes it to heart. For you learn that Our Lord had
compassion on the multitude, lest they faint of hunger or through weariness of the long way to
their homes. This makes known to us that He possessed the tenderness and affection toward our
human weakness. Yet you also hear that Our Lord miraculously fed four thousand men from
seven loaves and a few fishes. From this we learn to believe in divine power. (St. Maximus)
In this Gospel lesson our dear Lord Christ offers us the twofold promise: that he will provide us
both food for the soul (through the Word) as well as food for the body (in the form of daily
bread). In effect he is saying, “Don’t worry about dying of hunger; rather make it your primary
concern to hear my Word. When you’ve done this, trust your Father in heaven to provide for
your belly. He is determined not to let you die of hunger.” That is the guideline Chr ist is here
laying down for us. So this is the primary lesson we should learn: Make God’s Word your chief
concern, and having done that, be assured that the Lord Christ will also provide for your material
needs. (Blessed Martin Luther)
There are two kinds of blessings—spiritual and bodily. Today’s Gospel deals with bodily
blessings. It teaches us that we should have the faith of a child. For we are taught to look to God
as the source of all good, and to learn to trust Him. From our experience of God’s blessings in
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the temporal sphere we should also learn to trust Him in regard to spiritual blessings. This
Gospel reminds us of the fact that Christ does look after our bodily needs. From this we may
well infer that He also wants to nourish our soul with spirit ual blessings. If I am not prepared to
entrust the sustenance of my body to Him, I will be much less disposed to entrust the eternal
welfare of my soul to Him. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Pentecost IX
“Where the truth is preached, there the devil intermingles false doctrine and heresy” (Blessed
Martin Luther). Where Our Lord’s goods are delivered by His ministers, there are people in the
church and congregation seeking to undermine, tear apart or ungratefully undo His goodwill and
gifts. Yet Our Lord’s Word and promises still have the final say. And they are to be believable
and true, especially in the face of all manner of false preaching or disharmony.
God’s Word teaches us the way to heaven. The devil teaches a person the way to hell. God’s
Word inculcates peace and every good. The devil gives grief and misery. Our dear Lord
understood this, and that’s why He admonishes His disciples and us to hearken to God’s Word
faithfully and gladly while we still have it. When we do this, things will go well for us. If we
refuse, the time will come when we will wish that we could hear the Word, if only we still had it.
So Our Lord forewarns us very earnestly in this lesson to treasure God’s Word and learn from it.
(Blessed Martin Luther)
The name of God is profaned by anyone who preaches, teaches, or speaks in God’s name
anything that is false and misleading, using His name to cover up a lie and make it seem credible.
This is the worst possible disgrace and dishonor to the name of God. Thus we pray, “Hallowed
be Thy name.” For we can see how full of sects and false teachers the world is, all of them using
the divine name as a disguise and cover-up for their devilish doctrine. This should certainly
cause us incessantly to call out and complain to God about all such who preach and believe
falsely, and about those who attack and persecute our Gospel and pure doctrine and try to
smother it. (Luther’s Large Catechism)
Our Lord warns that winning words and mild manner must be weighed against the actions
performed. This means that we must look not at the kind of picture someone paints of himself,
but at what his deeds show him to be. For many a sheep’s pelt cloaks the savagery of a wolf.
Thorns do not produces grapes, nor thistles, figs; bad trees do not bear usable fruit. In the same
way, Our Lord teaches that you do not find in these men the proof of good work. All then are to
be recognized by the fruits they produce. More than verbal formalities are needed to win the
kingdom of heaven; it is not inherited by him who just says, “Lord, Lord!” (St. Hilary, Bishop)
If the prophets prophesied until John, then the prophets since John do not prophecy of Christ but
merely interpret (teach) what was foretold of Christ. The Lord knows that there will be false
teachers, and so warns us about various heresies when He says, Beware of false prophets. These
prophets are not obvious unbelievers, but persons cloaked with the name of Christian. So He
does not say, “Look well at them,” but Beware. And since they come in sheep’s clothing, it is
uncertain who these persons will be, so we are to be on guard and watch carefully. For they are
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not true teachers who fall into sin, but ravenous wolves who seek to destroy Christians. (St. John
Chrysostom)

Pentecost X
The Lord Jesus, the True Teacher, puts before us the Parable of the Unjust Steward. By the
example of this person He makes clear to us that in this world nothing is really ours, but that we
have been entrusted with the stewardship of the goods of Our Lord. Either we use them in
thanksgiving according to our needs, or we distribute them to our neighbor according to his need.
Furthermore, it is not lawful to misuse indiscriminately the goods that have been committed to
us, or to claim the right to extravagant expense and display. For we must render an account of
our stewardship to the Lord when He comes. (St. Gaudentius)
In the Gospel Christ compares the unrighteous man with the righteous man. As the unrighteous
man acts shrewdly with his unrighteousness and villainy, so we should act wisely in matters of
justice and piety. This is the point of the comparison, as Jesus Himself explains when He says,
“the sons of this world are wiser in their own generation than the sons of light”. The “sons of
light” should learn prudence from “the sons of darkness”, or the world. Even as they are clever in
all their doings, so also should “the sons of light” be clever in all their doings. (Blessed Martin
Luther)
In this parable, the unfaithful steward is represented as receiving commendation from his master,
not because he had done wickedly, but because he had done wisely. If the defrauded master is
moved to praise the worldly wisdom of his dishonest servant, how much more our Master Christ
(who cannot be defrauded by any of us, and is Himself the great Forgiver of debts) will be
moved to praise us if we show compassion on those who are brought to greater faith in Him and
His mercy! (St. Jerome)
Pentecost XI

Pentecost XII
Christ pronounces a strange verdict declaring the tax collector justified and the Pharisee
unjustified. Isn’t it the Pharisee who thanks God, prays, and lives uprightly? The publican, for
his part, can only say one thing, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.” So how could this be?
Because God, the Lord, does not inquire after all manner of virtues, not even the most excellent,
if humility is not present. So, God forgives all sins, except for presumptuous pride; He will not
and cannot forgive it. When arrogance is present, forgiveness of sins cannot be, for then the
worst sort of corruption parades under the appearance of piety. (Bl. Martin Luther)
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When God’s Gospel takes hold of a man’s heart, it purifies him and makes him truly pious and
godly. The tax collector must have heard the Gospel somewhere because he prays, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.” Such an exclamation is beyond all power of human reason. Therefore
he must have become acquainted previously with the fact that God is gracious, merciful and
friendly to all who confess their sins, who call upon and desire His grace. He had heard that, in
His heart of hearts, God is gracious to all who humble themselves, and who look to Him for
comfort and consolation. (Blessed Martin Luther)
This is complete and perfect glorying in God: when a man is uplifted, not because of his own
justice, but because he knows he is empty of true glory, and made just only through his faith in
Christ. In this Paul gloried—he thought nothing of his own righteousness. Instead, he sought that
righteousness alone which comes through Christ, which is from God—righteousness in faith.
And he strived to know Him—the power of His resurrection and the sharing of His sufferings—
and be made like Him in His death, so that he might himself attain to the resurrection which is
from the dead. It is here that the whole self-exaltation of arrogance falls down. (St. Basil)
Pray without ceasing, as St. Paul says. But be careful to do so aright. The love of self is
displeasing to God, and He rejects haughtiness and a proud look. Even if a man is good and
sober, he should not fall into shameful pride. Instead, remember what Christ says to the apostles:
“When you have done all those things which have been commanded you, say, ‘We are
unprofitable servants, we have done that which was our duty to do.’” For above all else, we owe
God the service of slaves and ready obedience in all things. And if you lead an excellent and
holy life, do not insist on the Lord’s kindness, but ask Him for it as you would a gift. Since He is
good, He will give. And like a loving father, He will assist you. So do not hold back from saying,
“God be merciful to me the sinner.” (St. ??)
Today’s Gospel strengthens us both to pray and to believe, and to place our trust not in
ourselves, but in the Lord. And to show us that faith is the source of true prayer, St. Paul said,
“How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?” Therefore, that we may pray, let
us believe; and that the faith by which we pray may not fail, let us pray. Faith pours forth in
prayer; and the prayer of faith poured forth obtains for us firmness in faith. Such faith is given to
the humble, not to the proud. (St. Augustine)
Pentecost XIII
Man became deaf, unable to hear the word of life after he listened to the serpent’s deadly words.
He was made mute (and unable to declare) the praises of His Maker after he presumed to have a
conversation with his seducer. But where sin abounded, grace abounded all the more. Our Lord
came to the Sea of Galilee, where he knew that there was a disabled person whom he would heal.
He came by his benevolent grace to the proud, disordered and inconstant hearts of the nations.
(St. Bede)
The Lord Jesus Christ is the one person that takes upon himself not only the problems of a city or
a country but those of the whole world. John christens him as such in John 1:29. “Behold, that is
the lamb of God who bears the sin of the world.” Since he bears the sins, it follows that he must
also have borne everything that belongs to sin and all that is a consequence of sin like the devil,
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death, and hell. He did not do this for the sake of this single tongue and the ears of this poor man
but it is a general groan over all tongues and ears, yes, over all hearts, bodies and souls and all
people from Adam unto the last one to be born. But this is foremost—that Christ had seen the
condition of all human flesh and blood which the devil brought to mortal injury in Paradise,
making mankind deaf and dumb and subject to death and hellfire. (Bl. Martin Luther)
Before Our Lord touched the ears and tongue of the disabled man in today’s Gospel, He took
him and led him away from the crowd. The first hope of salvation for anyone is to desert those
with vicious habits, and the commotion of the crowds, and so humbly bow his head to receive
the gift of healing. This shows that salvation is hardly received when you are not afraid to cling
to your disordered habits, or when you are delighted by ungodly words or controlled by
disturbing thoughts. But in His mercy and aid, God heals us of the disturbed ways of our former
life. He conceives in your heart the inspiration of divine grace. Then you can learn from the word
of heavenly teaching to confess the true faith and immediately secure the longed-for joys of good
health in God. (St. Bede)
Deafened ears, of sound unconscious,
Every passage blocked and closed,
At the word of Christ responding,
All the portals open wide,
Hear with joy friendly voices and the softly whispered speech.
Every sickness now surrenders,
Every listlessness departs,
Tongues long bound by chains of silence
Are unloosed and speak aright,
While the joyful paralytic bears his pallet through the streets.
(4th century hymn by Prudentius)

Pentecost XIV
The greatest commandment is to love God and your neighbor. To love God means to do
nothing—simply to receive His grace and kindness as He gives it. To love your neighbor means
to do everything—simply to be to your friend, relative, acquaintance or stranger what Our Lord
is to you. Our Lord forgives your sins, raises you from the death of hell, and gives healing to
your body and soul. You now get to let that forgiveness, life and healing flow through you to
another, without any fear of losing out or being short-changed. That is the lesson of the Good
Samaritan.
The Good Samaritan is the Son of Man who descended from heaven, who has ascended into
heaven, and who is in heaven. Seeing the man half dead, whom no one before Him had been able
to cure, He came near him, that is, He came close to us by sharing our suffering and a neighbor
to us by sowing us mercy. Many are the remedies this Physician brings to heal us. His words are
medicines. One word binds up our wounds, another soothes them with oil, another pours in wine.
He binds are wounds by His more austere rule of life, He soothes us by the forgiveness of our
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sins, just as He urges us forward by the threat of His judgment. Hear, then, how He raises you
up. He bears our sins, and for us suffers. (St. Ambrose)
When we transgress God’s command and sin (as we often do), we should confess our sins and
say, “Lord God, I have indeed transgressed your commandments; I have been impatient in
adversity, I am not compassionate and merciful, I do not help my neighbor and so on; but, dear
God, pour out your grace and give me your Holy Spirit; so that I may be obedient to you and
keep your Law, tho ugh yet imperfectly.” We will then find enough to do that we do not need to
be concerned about works of our own contrivance. Don’t we have enough neighbors right around
us, our wife, children, and other poor people? Whoever wants to follow the right course and not
go astray, let him believe in Christ and rely on Him. And there will be time to strive for more by
loving God and one’s neighbor. (Blessed Martin Luther)
How empty the foolishness of vain glory! According to the judgment of the Lord, the lawyer was
wise and learned in the law. Yet he pretends he does not know the command of the Law, not
because he desires to humble himself among the little ones of Christ, but to justify himself and to
capture the eyes of the crowd, by whom he would then be seen to answer wisely and well. He is
not willing humbly to receive the hidden things of Christ. But the Lord answers him moderately.
In doing so, He teaches us that every man becomes a neighbor to whomsoever he shows mercy.
At the same time, the parable of the Good Samarian describes the Son of God Himself, who
determined to become neighbor to us. (St. Bede)

Pentecost XV
To give glory to God means to credit Him for the good He does. But this is more than the simply
saying “All glory be to God” or “God has he lped me.” To give glory to God is to confess and
believe that you have added nothing to your well being, that you do nothing to better your life.
Rather, all you are and all you have is gift from God—and undeserved gift, at that! The
Samaritan returns to give glory to God because he acknowledges that he owes his life, his
existence, his health to the Lord God who has healed him through His Son Jesus.
At the end of this Gospel lesson you hear how the Lord glorifies faith. For he ascribes to their
faith, and not to Himself the fact that these ten lepers had been made well. “Your faith, “ he says
to the Samaritan, “has made you well.” He does not say, I have made you well; instead he
glorifies faith. By doing so, he is urging us to boldly follow his example and to believe in God
with total trust; he wants us to be certain, that whatever we believe, we shall receive through
Christ. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Let us give thanks to our Lord and Savior, who without any previous merits of ours has helped
our wounds, made us His friends who were His enemies, redeemed us from captivity, led us
from darkness into light and recalled us from death to life. And humbly confessing our own
infirmity, we implore His mercy, so that with mercy guiding us, He who has deigned to give us
His gifts and graces may also deign to safeguard and increase them. (St. Augustine )
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The leper who returned to Jesus giving glory to God shows us a picture of how every Christian
should be grateful to Christ in devout humility. Falling down before the feet of the Lord, he truly
gives thanks to God. He is aware of how weak he is in himself. He who attributes no virtue to
himself. And he confesses that the good he does is due to the mercy of his Creator. In this way,
he shows us that we should attribute all we receive to Christ Jesus who gives us all things. (St.
Bede)

Pentecost XVI
True faith and confidence of the heart is directed toward the one true God and clings to Him
alone. He says, “See to it that you let Me alone be your God, and never look about for another.”
In other words, “Look to Me for any good thing that you lack. Come to Me for it. And whenever
you suffer misfortune or distress, reach out to Me and hold on to Me. I, and I alone, will satisfy
your need and help you in every trouble. Only do not ever let your heart cling to or depend on
anything or anybody else. (Luther’s Large Catechism)
With all his effort and labor a person can have all that is good, joy in the heart and a good
conscience, because he knows that his work and labor are a service pleasing to God. For there
can be no greater joy than knowing that our life and deeds are a service to God, and that God
says to us, “What you do for others, in accord with my command, you have done for me; for by
my Word I have so ordained.” But at that point the devil resists with all his might so that we do
not achieve this joy. For every person resists doing what he is commanded to do. And the result
in no love being bestowed upon people and no service rendered to God. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Whoever believes he is ruled by the will of God, commits his food to the hand of God. Let him
think on good and evil. For unless he considers these things, he will neither avoid evil nor do
good. And to do good is to “seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” The Lord’s
righteousness is the way He serves us, by which we attain His kingdom. If you think of the glory
the saints have, then you will keep from evil (for fear of punishment) and do good (because of
your desire for glory). And if you think about the righteousness of God—what He hates and
loves—you will follow Him. (St John Chrysostom)

Pentecost XVII
The blessed Evangelist St. Luke tells us of the restoration to life through Christ of the only son of
a widow. This should touch our hearts, move our soul, and fill our ears with fear and wonder. For
it brings to our remembrance that the dead of every age shall at the voice of Christ rise again
from their graves. It also speaks to us Our Lord’s compassion. For if the earthly tears of one
widow moved Christ to bring her son back to life, will He not do much for in answer to the
unceasing prayers of His Church and His Faithful to restore, strengthen and uplift them?
Let no one who is a Christian doubt that even now the dead are raised. But not all can see men
who are were dead in heart rise up, save those who are themselves risen in heart. It is a far
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greater miracle to raise to life one who will live forever, than to raise someone who must die
again. The widowed mother rejoiced over the young man restored to life. Mother Church rejoices
daily over men restored to life in the spirit. He was dead in his body; they in the soul. His visible
death was mourned before all; their invisible death is neither seen nor thought of. And Our Lord
alone, who knows the [spiritually] dead, has power to make them live. (St. Augustine)
We ought to remember today’s Gospel so that it exercises, strengthens, and confirms our faith.
For the Lord teaches all of us how powerless and insignificant death is. He pictures death so that
we are not frightened by it but live confidently and patiently from day to day, untroubled by
death, since in Him we have a Lord who can readily deliver from death. In the story, all hope is
gone, yet Our Lord comes without healing medicines and simply says, “Young man, I say to you,
arise!” At once the dead man is alive. By this Christ powerfully proves that in His sight there is
no barrier between death and life. One is like the other to Him. The fact is that, for Him, death is
merely a word. So death flees, and life returns. (Blessed Martin Luther)
As the dead man was being buried and many friends were processing to his tomb, he is met by
the Life and Resurrection, Christ Himself. He is the destroyer of death and decay; the One in
whom we live and move and have our being; the One who has restored human nature to what it
originally was; the One who sets us free from the bonds of death. He is the One who has mercy
on the woman, and who says “Do not weep” so that her tears stop. For he touches her son’s bier,
and by the utterance of His divine word, life is restored to the dead man. His word has immediate
effect, so that the dead man sits up and begins to speak. And Jesus gives him back to his mother.
(St. Cyril of Alexandria)

Pentecost XVIII
Today’s Gospel teaches us that worshipping God and sanctifying the Sabbath properly is to hear
and keep God’s Word. When you have heard the Word preached, and then return home and take
the Bible in hand and read a Gospel, that is what it means to worship God. As Hosea says, that is
a much more acceptable worship to Him than sacrifices and so-called holiness. For the one who
is attentive to God’s Word and believes it learns to know God and what he desires of us. (Bl. M.
Luther)
The point of today’s Gospel is this: whoever wishes to honor and keep the Sabbath must do so by
heeding God’s Word and doing good works—attending church; hearing and studying God’s
Word; thanking, praising, and praying to God. In this way the Sabbath is sanctified. For God’s
Word is the true sanctuary which sanctifies everything that it touches, as St. Paul teaches in 1
Timothy 4:5, “For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.” Therefore, the Sabbath is
sanctified through God’s Word, prayer and faith. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Michaelmass I (St. Matthew 9.1-8)
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The paralytic hears the words of pardon, and says nothing. Neither does he offer thanks in return.
For he longed more for the cure of his body than of his soul. He grieved over the temporal
afflictions of his enfeebled body, but had no tears for the eternal penalty of the loss of his soul.
He judged that the present life was more agreeable than the future. Rightly did Christ look with
favor on the faith of those who had brought him there, and ignore the foolishness of the ma n
lying sick. So, by the merit of others’ faith, the soul of the paralytic was healed before his body.
We seen, then, that Christ will come to our aid because of another’s faith, which He bestowed by
grace alone. (St. Peter Chrysologos)
Christ came to take upon Himself our infirmities, and confer on us His grace; to seek what is
human, to give what is divine; to receive injuries, and return them with honors; to suffer
affliction, and bring healing to others. For the physician who does not suffer infirmities knows
not how to cure infirmities. And he who is not weak with the weak cannot bring health to the
weak. Christ therefore, had He remained within His own powers, would have had nothing in
common with men. And unless He conformed to the way of life of our body, His taking of flesh
would have been in vain. He therefore shared our necessities, that by these human needs He
might be proved a true man and offer us divine mercy and help. (St Peter Chrysologus)
Great is the Lord, who pardons some because of the merits of others; and while subjecting some
to trials, He forgives others their sins. Why should not the prayer of your fellow- man avail with
you, when a servant had both the merit of pleading for another before God and the privilege of
obtaining what he prayed for? Learn, you who judge, to forgive. Learn, you who are sick, to gain
health through prayer. Should you be diffident because of your grave sins, seek the prayers of
others, call upon the Church to pray for you, and in His regard for her, the Lord will give what
He could refuse to you. (Ambrose)
These words briefly tell us what the kingdom of Christ really is. In it our hearts are touched by a
sweet voice bringing us maternal and paternal words, “Your sins are forgiven.” The kingdom of
Christ, then, is a kingdom in which there is consolation pure and simple, and the forgiveness of
sins. It is not just a matter of words proclaimed to us setting forth future blessings, but of realized
facts, as we see from the example set before us in today’s Gospel. Jesus did not merely speak
these words into the paralytic’s ears. He actually forgave this man his sins and conferred real
consolation upon him. (Blessed Martin Luther)

Michaelmass II (St. Matthew 22.1-14)
Let us gladly and diligently hear the Lord’s Word. And, in all good faith, let us regard those who
invite us to the wedding feast to be dear and precious, for the sake of the Lord who sends them
out. Then the Lord will be with us in every need, help and protect us, and finally give us external
life for the sake of His Son, our loving bridegroom, Christ the Lord. What more should he do?
He offers us his grace ad also faithfully warns us against harming ourselves. If we then are lost,
the guilt is not his but ours. May our loving God grant us grace to receive this faithful
admonition and diligently guard us against despising his Word. (Blessed Martin Luther)
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Have faith with love. This is the Wedding Garment. You who love Christ, love one another:
Love your friends, love your enemies. Let this not be a burden for you. What can you lose, where
you gain so much? How could you ask of God a special favor, that your enemy may die? That is
not the Wedding Garment. Think of Him, the Bridegroom, hanging upon a Cross for you; and
praying to His Father for His enemies. Father, He says, forgive them, for they know not what
they do. You have looked in thought upon the Bridegroom as He speaks these words. Look also
upon a friend of the Bridegroom; a guest in his Wedding Garment. (St. Augustine)
Christ calls His kingdom the kingdom of heaven. Here He does not rule in a temporal way nor
deal with the things of this life. For He founded and developed an eternal, imperishable kingdom,
which begins on the earth through faith. In it we receive and possess eternal riches—forgiveness
of sins, comfort, strength, renewal of the Holy Spirit, victory and triumph over the power of
Satan, death, and hell, and finally eternal life of body and soul. This divine kingdom can be
governed, built up, protected, extended, maintained only by the Word and of the Sacraments,
through which the Holy Spirit is powerful and works in the hearts. (Bl. Martin Luther)
God the Father made a marriage feast for God the Son when He united Him to human nature in
the Virgin’s womb. Then He sent His servants twice with the invitation, because He said through
the prophets that His only Son’s incarnation would come about, and He proclaimed through the
apostles that it had. The preachers sent to proclaim the Lord’s incarnation endured the
prosecution of unbelievers. So He has His preachers invite others, because although God’s word
is in danger from some, it will find a place to come to rest. (St. Gregory)
Who could be more ungrateful than guests invited to a marriage feast who hide under excuses
when the time has come? For who would not choose to come to a marriage—especially if you
were invited to a marriage hosted by a King (the Father) in honor of his son (Our Lord Jesus)?
Learn, then, about God’s tender care for you. He invites you to rejoice in the midst of sorrow,
and to realize all your hopes and joys in His heavenly banquet—the Mass. For here He proclaims
His resurrection. For are we not baptized to enter the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom
which has no end? And when we die, will we not see Our Lord’s feast in its fullness?

Michaelmass III (St. John 4.46-54)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord Jesus cures, not only the son, but also the father who is sick because
of his state of mind. He is troubled, so he doubts. Yet Our Lord also wishes to convince us, that
we must turn our thoughts to Him—not because of His signs and wonders, but because of His
teaching. For signs are not for the believing, but for the unbelieving, and the slow of
understanding. But, because of his anxiety, the man did not wholly take in the words that were
said to him, except those that referred to his son. But as he returns home, they come back to his
mind. And then he draws the greatest comfort from what Our Lord says. And so he believed. (St
John Chrysostom)
The nobleman asked Jesus to come down and heal his son. In doing so, he asks for the bodily
Presence of the Lord Who in spirit is present in all places. So he had little faith in Him Who, he
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believed, could not heal unless He were present in body with the sick. Had his faith been perfect,
he would have known beyond doubt that there is no place where God is not. He begs for his
son’s healing, and at the same time his faith is lacking. But the Lord, when asked to come, shows
that he is not absent from where He is asked to come; and by His sole word He restores health
Who by His sole command created all things. (St Gregory the Great)
Today’s Gospel is recorded for our sakes, so that we too might summon up courage to come to
God. For faith is nothing else than sincere trust in God. Whoever has deliberate trust in God and
comes to him with a courageous heart possesses a true faith. So the nobleman has a beautiful
faith in Christ; that is, he is very confident that Christ will grant him mercy and help. Therefore,
this is what he thinks: “Even though I am a wicked scoundrel, the Lord still allows His loving
kindness to govern over the evil and the good; and therefore, He will help me just as he has
helped others.” That is true faith, not as the world has faith, but as Christians believe that Our
Lord God is gracious and kind toward us in His Son Jesus Christ. (Blessed Martin Luther)
When the Lord Jesus said, “Your son lives,” the father believed and said in his heart: “My son is
ill; but I shall find him well.” This was faith over against reason and experience. Reason would
have led him to say: “When I left my son, he was ill. As you left him, so you shall find him.” But
faith says the contrary. It stands firmly on the Word and drowns itself in it, and does not at all
doubt that it shall be as the Word declares. This is a pure and strong faith. It requires the
individual to cast away all sense, understanding, reason, eyes and heart, and sink himself into
one little word and be satisfied with and feel secure in it. So the father says to himself, “It is
certainly true, I shall find it so.” (Blessed Martin Luther)
In today’s Gospel, we see the nobleman coming to Christ when he is in need. He cries out for the
Lord’s help because his son is sick. From this we learn that we ought to turn to Jesus not just
when things are easy, but especially when life is hard, when we are in severe doubt or despair,
when we have suffered some trauma, when the devil torments us, or when our backs are pressed
against the wall. For whoever worships the Lord only when things are easy shows no pure love
for Christ. But whoever turns to Christ in time of need demonstrates that he hopes and trusts in
God to relieve, comfort and deliver him through His Son by His Holy Spirit.

Michaelmass IV (St. Matthew 18.21-35)
God’s forgiveness is boundless, and our need of His forgiveness is just as unlimited. He who
believes has an unending portion in this forgiveness. Over our whole life there is written: He has
forgiven us all our iniquities. It might seem as though this were a cheap and comfortable way to
salvation. For God it was no cheap pathway. Its cost was to sacrifice His own Son. For us it is
without cost, inasmuch as we receive it without any merit on our part. But it is not cheap in the
sense that it does not bind us to anything. God does not make the condition that we must first
change our lives before he will forgive. But something decisive happens which means that our
lives will be changed if we come to faith. (Bp Bo Giertz)
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What a good thing it is to be mindful of your own sins. Had the forgiven servant kept them
clearly in remembrance, he would not have been so cruel to his fellow servant. For nothing
makes the soul so truly gentle and compassionate as the continuous remembrance of our own
sins. Through the humble remembrance of our own sins we grow milder towards all men, we
begin to serve God with more fervor and good will, and we understand better His deep
compassion for us. But this the wicked servant did not do. Forgetful of the magnitude of his own
debt, he also forgets the compassion his Lord had shown him. Through this forgetfulness of His
compassion, he becomes cruel towards his own fellow servant. And in his wickedness he loses
all he had gained through the goodness of God. (St. John Chrysostom)
We must believe that our righteousness, salvation, and comfort lie outside of ourselves, namely,
that we are righteous before God, acceptable to him, holy and wise, even though there is nothing
within us but sin and injustice. In my conscience there is nothing but an awareness and feeling of
sin and of the fear of death; and, therefore, I must look elsewhere for help, and must believe that
there is no sin and no death. That’s how it is with the forgiveness of sins. I feel that I have been a
bad, that I am still a bad, and yet I’m supposed to say, All my sins are forgiven; for this is the
message that has been proclaimed to me: “Your sins are forgiven.” (Bl. Martin Luther)
Let us not be despondent because of our sins, nor despairing. Rather, let us draw near to God
and, bowing before Him, let us call upon Him just as the servant called on his master. Do not
grow weak of soul, do not despair, confess your sins, ask for delay and for a humble and contrite
heart. The servant asked for delay, and his master forgave him the debt. So he received more
than he asked for. So be not ashamed nor blush. Do not despair. Cease not from praying. But,
sinner that you are, draw near that you may be reconciled to the Lord, that you may give Him the
opportunity of showing His humanity in pardoning your sins. Because if you fear to draw near,
you stand in the way of His goodness, and you limit the abundance of His loving kindness in
your favor. (St. John Chrysostom)
At baptism, everyone is debt-free. The “ten thousand talents” are forgiven. But soon we come
across a someone else who owes us something—an apology, a measly “hundred denarii.” Don’t
refuse to forgive your fellowman. For when you pray, it may come back to haunt you. Our Lord
says, “Forgive, and you shall be forgiven.” And “forgive your brother his trespasses.” So if we
have been forgiven much by God, we should surely want to forgive the comparatively measly
thing done by someone else. And in today’s Gospel we also learn this: If we refuse to forgive,
then the Lord will put back on our backs everything He had forgiven. So, out of fear, let us
forgive each other. But better yet, out of gratitude and love, let us be merciful just as our
heavenly Father has been merciful to us. (based on St Augustine)

Michaelmass V (St. Matthew 22.15-22)
Just as a citizens swear allegiance to the civil state, so all Christians solemnly pledge and
promise faithfulness in Baptism, that Christ is their Lord and God. Before we ere baptized, we
did this when we renounced the devil and confessed our faith in the Triune God. Our Lord God
requires of us the vow to cling to Christ alone, to listen to no other word, and to accept no other
belief than the gospel of Christ and believe in Him. This is what is meant when Christ says,
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“Give God what is God’s.” What is God’s? Nothing other than faith in God and love of the
neighbor. (Bl. Martin Luther)
If we depend on the Lord, if we enjoy the privileges of his rule, we have no ground for
complaint, rendering to Caesar what is Caesar’s. We are also to render to God things that are
God’s, that is, body and soul and will. The coin of Caesar is in gold, on which his image is
stamped. But man is God’s coin, on which is the image of God. Therefore, give your money to
Caesar; keep for God a blameless conscience. (St. Hillary)

Michaelmass VI (St. Matthew 9.18-26)
In today’s Gospel we learn about two miracles, both of them great. The first is about a sick
woman who had such firm faith in the Lord Jesus that she hoped to be healed immediately if she
could only touch His clothes secretly. The other is about the ruler of the synagogue who also
believed that, although his daughter had died, the Lord could restore her to life. In both miracles
faith is honored as an excellent thing and help up to us as an example. Because faith in Christ
accomplishes such great things, let us cling to this Man Jesus. For everyone who has ever
entrusted any good thing to Him has certainly received as they believed. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Today’s Gospel brings us the fullness of hope, and shuts out all that leads to despair. Man’s life
is hard, and a source of much grief. Inborn weakness drives us towards sin; while the shame that
is born of sin keeps us from confessing our sins. We are not ashamed to commit evil; we are
ashamed when we confess the evil we do. We fear to speak of what we do not fear to do. But
today, a woman, who sought relief by stealth for her shameful affliction, learns of a silence
through which a sinner may come to forgiveness. And so she teaches us of our highest
happiness—to find pardon for sins, the sins which remain hidden. (St. Peter Chrysologos)

Third-Last Sunday in the Church Year (St. Matthew 24.15-28)
The “abomination of desolation” is whatever causes despair, brings misery, and undermines trust
in God. When it comes upon us, Our Lord urges us to flee. Our instinct is to flee from Our Lord,
but He urges us to flee to the mountain of His mercy and compassion. There He provides shelter
and gives strength to deliver you. And where is that mountain? In Church, at the Holy Mass,
where He gives the Supper of His Body and Blood. For what else strengthens you but the food
which is Our Lord’s own Body? And what else fortifies you against the deceptions and false
allurements of the devil but the Truth that Our Lord is and gives in His own Blood? And what
else rescues you from the enticements of your flesh and self-belief than the invigorating and
revitalizing flesh of Our Blessed Lord and Savior? (mine)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord wishes to say this: “I warn you not to fall from the pure faith, for
you know not it what hour I will come. When anyone neglects his looking for me, then I will
come as suddenly as the lightning flashes from heaven. When anyone clings not to him by faith,
he is lost. Therefore see to it, that the day does not come upon you unawares. Remain steadfast in
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the faith, so that if you are indolent and sleep, Satan may not tare you from your faith. So you
need not ask where the place is, where Christ shall come. I am where I wish to be. For just as the
eagle does not paint for himself the place to which it will fly, but wherever the carcass is, there
they will be gathered together; thus mine own will also find me. Where I am, there shall my elect
also be. (Bl. Martin Luther)
There is no other way, no other name whereby to be saved, than Christ’s alone, through whose
death and shedding of blood we are delivered from sin. Do you think that God should let the
whole world sink because they did not understand the way to salvation? Friend, if you refuse to
heed the words which Christ here speaks, that is what will happen to you. He says, “There shall
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if
it were possible they shall deceive the very elect.” Also: “Except those days should be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved.” Therefore, don’t be swayed by their numbers, nor by the wise
and learned of the world, but heed Christ’s words: The days will come, if the time is not
shortened, when no man will be saved. (Blessed Martin Luther)
So that we might not be ignorant of the place to which Our Lord will come, He tells us that
“wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” By talking about “sanctified
eagles,” Our Lord shows that the sanctified Faithful shall be gathered together at the place of His
Passion. It is proper, then, that we look to His coming in glory on the cross. For that is where He
gained for us the glory of eternity by the lowliness of His suffering and death. (St. Hilary)
Wars and rumors of wars, deadly diseases, men’s hearts failing them from fear, the rise of false
religions and the new deception that says that all religions are equal—these are the signs of Our
Lord’s imminent return. And their purpose is to urge us to flee to Christ Jesus and the true and
lasting help only He gives in His Gospel and Sacraments. That is also the ultimate purpose and
goal of whatever tribulation, heartache, ailment or cross you currently endure in your own life.
Like the signs, Our Lord allows these things and sometimes even gives them to you so that you
continue to fix your heart on Him, and so that you flee to the mountain of His mercy and
compassion. For His loving-kindness provides shelter and sanctuary, it endures forever, and the
Lord’s mercy is much greater than whatever you now face.

Second-Last Sunday in the Church Year (St. Matthew 25.31-46)
The faith we profess has been handed on too you in these words: “He ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.” The Savior will not come to be judged again, but to
judge those by whom He was judged. At his own judgement He was silent. When He comes
again He will address those who committed the outrages against Him when they crucified Him
and will remind them: “You did these things and I was silent.” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord says that He will separate the goats from the sheep. This will take
place publicly in the presence of all angels, men and creatures, and before the whole world, so
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that it may be seen who have been pious, honest Christians, as well as who have been false
hypocrites. This separation will not take place in the world or the church on earth, until the Last
Day. Until then, the good and the bad must remain together in this world. While they have their
sufferings here upon earth, Christians will have also their comfort on the coming day of
judgment, when Christ will separate them from the other flock, so that after that day no false,
ungodly men, nor death, nor devil can ever touch them or offend them. (Blessed Martin Luther)
Today Our Lord says, “Come, you have my Father’s blessing! Inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the creation of the world.” What happiness can compare with that of having a
“blessing” and of having the blessing of the Father himself? These words are filled with joy,
consolation, and honor for those who hear them! Notice also that Jesus does not say: “Receive”
but “Inherit the kingdom. It is your inheritance—a kingdom that belongs to you, that you have
received from your Father, and that was yours from all ages. I prepared it for you even before
you were born because I knew that you would be what you are.” (St. John Chrysostom)
Wherever there is preaching according to the grace and mercy which Our Father gives in His
Son, wherever there is baptism in God’s Name uniting you to Our Lord’s death and resurrection,
wherever there is absolution respeaking to you the forgiveness Our Lord won by His Passion and
Death, wherever there is the supper and banquet with the Faithful feasting on Our Lord’s Body
and Blood—there is the giving of the Spirit, there is God’s kingdom on earth, there is the Son of
Man in all His glory, and there is the judgment of the King as He gives to the blessed (and
withholds from the cursed) the testament and inheritance prepared since the foundation of the
world.
Last Sunday in the Church Year (St. Matthew 25.1-13)
What is the will of the heavenly Father? Look at the five wise virgins. They keep vigil outside
the doors of the kingdom, just waiting for the news, eager to greet the Bridegroom. They
anticipate His arrival and His Word receiving them into His heavenly home. So they ready
themselves by keeping watch with patience and trust. Other things can wait and so are pushed
aside or ignored or left undone. For the kingdom of heaven is all there is worth living for. So it is
all they live for both in this life and in the life to come. The faithful are wise because they wait in
eager expectation for the coming of their Lord. They watch for the coming of the Son of Man.
And they are not disappointed in their hope. (mine)
You are sad and are concerned because of those who have died. It is true. It is troubling when
one loses a good friend. I do not dispute it. Rather, I praise it. For it is a sign that these are good
hearts that think so much of their dead. But still, there is a great difference between their death
and that of the heathen, between your sadness and that of the heathen and all who have no hope
that after this temporal life an eternal life should follow. But you know that you do not die but
only slumber. So as you believe that Jesus has died and arisen, it is also sure that God will lead
those who have died in Christ to Himself and will not let them remain where we think they
reside. Rather, He will bring from there to where He is. (Blessed Martin Luther)
A Christian has something better to hope when this temporal, passing life ceases; that he will
walk in an eternal, imperishable life and in a heavenly existence in which there is only joy and
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blessedness. Christ came down from heaven and became man, was put to death on the cross, and
rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, not so that we remain down here upon earth in
misery and trouble. Rather, He frees us from all these and takes us to his eternal kingdom in
heaven. So we are not baptized and made Christians nor do we hear the gospel so that we fill our
powerless stinking bellies and that we should always stay here in this angry troubled world.
Instead, we are baptized so that we enter another life and existence where we no longer must eat,
drink, have worry and work, suffer, be tired, die and decay. (Bl. Martin Luther)
The kingdom of heaven is all that really matters. Because only the kingdom of heaven is true and
real and sure and lasting in this life as well as in the life of the world to come. Just ask any of the
blessed dead. They all tell the same story: the only thing we could hold to and count on, the only
thing that made the journey bearable, the only thing that still connects us to our loved ones and
our loved ones to us is the kingdom of heaven. For that is the only place where the Faithful, both
living and departed, gather to feast on the Lamb of God, to sup with their Lord, to partake of the
already prepared inheritance, to hear once again the never-ending mercies of their God, and to
live from His incomprehensible compassion.

45

SOURCES:
Luther’s Works: American Edition. 55 volumes. (Volumes 1-30, Concordia Publishing House;
volumes 31-55, Fortress Press)
Sermons of Martin Luther: The House Postils. 3 volumes. Edited by E. F. Klug. (Baker Books)
Sermons of Martin Luther (Church Postils). 8 volumes. Edited by J. N. C. Lenker. (Baker Books)
The Sunday Sermons of the Fathers. 4 volumes. (Preservation Press)
Christian Prayer. (Catholic Book Publishing Co.)
Bede the Venerable: Homilies on the Gospels. 2 volumes. (Cistercian Publications)
Forty Gospel Homilies: Gregory the Great. (Cistercian Publications)
Catena Aurea. 4 volumes. Edited by St Thomas Aquinas. (The Saint Austin Press)
Day by Day We Magnify Thee. (Fortress Press)
The Office of Readings According to the Roman Rite (Daughters of St. Paul)
Readings for the Daily Office from the Early Church (The Church Hymnal Corporation)
The Hours of the Divine Office in English and Latin. 3 volumes. (The Liturgical Press)

46

